Iraq frees French TV crew 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq freed a three-member French television team 
Saturday after holding them for 12 days. Correspondent Richard Binet. 
cameraman Didier Dahan, and soundman Fabie/i Briand — all working 
for the French television channel Antenne 2 — crossed into southern Iraq 
from Kuwait and were picked up near Nassiriya on April 9. “We have 
been taken by Iraqi troops because we were going to Nassiriya be cause 
there was some fighting over there," Binet told a news conference after 
his release. He said they have been taken first to Basra. Iraq’s second 
largest city, and then to Baghdad where they spent some time in a private 
house and then in a prison 30 km from the capital. Binet. who like his 
colleagues telephoned home shortly after being freed, said they have been 
well-treated on the whole, but added that conditions in the prison had 
been more difficult. “We just had the same treatment as all the other 
prisoners but the conditions of the prisoners here are very bad,” he said. 
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Kidnapped Bahraini 
girl released 

BAHRAIN (AP) — Bahrain's 
acting consul-general in Bombay 
said that a man with a Kuwait- 
Iraq accent and ranting about the 
Gulf war kidnapped his daughter 
for some 24 hours in the Indian 
city, newspapers reported Satur- 
day. Five-year-old Widad Ho bail, 
daughter of Jaffar Ahmad 
Hobail. was released unharmed 
late Thursday, apparently after 
the kidnapper had second, 
thoughts about the crime, Mr. 
Hobail told the newspapers. He 
said that the kidnapper “speaking, 
broken English with a Kuwaiti- 
Iraqi accent" first demanded ran- 
som of between $90,000 and $10 
million and gave him 24 hours to 
arrange for die money. Tlie man 
had taken the girl from her school 
that Thursday morning, using a 
letter with a forged signature to 
induce the school principal to let 
him take the girl early, Mr. 
Hobail said. He said he ignored 
the kidnapper's warning not to 
call the police. Indian security 
personnel immediately pat a tap 
on his telephone and sealed all 
exits to the city to search for tbe 
girl, the diplomat said. Soon after 
the 24 hour deadline ended, Mr. 
Hobail heard from the kidnap- 
per. “The man ranted about the 
Golf war and then told me he did 
not want the money and he would 
release my daughter the same 
day," Hobail told the English- 
language Gulf Daily News. Later, 
a caller with an Indian voice said 
the girl was at the Ambassador 
Hotel and he could get her. 

Sudan says its forces 
killed 370 rebels 

KHARTOUM (R) — Govern- 
ment^ forces killed 370 members 
oftfie rebel Sudan People’s Li- 
beration Army fSPLA) in an 
attack on one of their bases in the 
south, the official Sudan News 
Agency (SUN A) said Saturday. 
The attack was mounted by 
troops in Bahr AI Ghazal, one of 
three states in war-tom southern 
Sudan. The agency quoted army 
sources as saying the rebel base 
had been destroyed. Among the 
guerrillas killed were the com- 
mander of the base and two 
. foreigners. Four government 
troops were wounded, SUN A 
said. 

Eximbank gives 
guarantee . 
for house sale to 
Israel 

WASHINGTON (API — The , 
Export-Import Bank has J 
approved financing for a $64.7- 
million sale of prefabricated 1 
bouses to Israel for settling Soviet 
and East European immigrants. 
The financing would cover sale of 
3,000 U.S.-built wooden housing 
units to Israel's ministry of con- 
struction and housing, the U.S. 
government bank said. About 
one million immigrants are ex- 
pected to settle in Israel over the 
next five years, creating a de- 
mand for 250,000 new houses, the 
bank said. The actual financing 
will be provided primarily by the 
Republic National Bank of New 
York. The Eximbank guarantees 
the loans as a boost to U.S. 
suppliers whose industry has been 
in a slump. 

Hostage turns 
50 in captivity 

BEIRUT (AP) — Kidnapped 
German relief worker Heinrich 
Struebig turns 50 Sunday, his 
second birthday in captivity. No 
group has claimed to hold 
Struebig. abducted with fellow 
German relief worker Thomas 
Kemptner. 29, in the southern 
dty of Sidon on May 16, 1989. 
The two worked for the German 
ASME-Humanitas aid agency. 
They are among the 13 Wester- 
ners missing in Lebanon. 

Japan said sending 
minesweepers to 
Gulf 

TOKYO (R) — Prime Minister 
Toshiki Kaifu has virtually de- 
cided to send minesweepers to 
help dear tbe Gulf of mines, 
Japanese media reported Satur- 
day. Mr. Kaifu was quoted as 
saying that arrangements for 
sending the minesweepers had 
entered the final stage, adding 
that his government would under- 
take the work on its own respon- 
sibility. 
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King, Baker describe 
talks as productive 


JEDDAH (AP) — President George Bosh has assured the Organisation 
of Islamic Conference (OIC) that the United States is committed ro 
Middle East peace efforts, OIC officials said Saturday. They release d a 
text of a message that Mr. Bush sent Hamid Al GabkL. the -secretary- 
general of the OIC. stating: “The United Slates remains committed to the 
search for a comprehensive peace in tbe Middle East based on U.N. 
Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338." The message was in reply to 
one sent by Mr. Gabid to congratulate Mr. Bush on victory ™ the Gun 
war and urging him to find a solution to the Middle East problems, said 
the officials. They did not say when the message was received at OIC 
headquarters in Jeddah. Mr. Bush said the peace die United States sought 
involved the principles of trading land for peace, security of all states in 
the region and the legitimate political rights of the Palestinians, according 
to these officials. “Now indeed is the time to work even more strenuously 
for a just and durable peace in the Middle East “ Mr. Bush was quoted as 
saying. 
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By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AQABA — His Majesty King 
Hussein and U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker Saturday held 
talks on Middle East peace 
efforts. Both sides later described 
the meeting as productive and 
useful. 

King Hussein, talking to jour- 
nalists after two and a half hour 
of talks with Mr. Baker, said 
“constructive dialogue" was 
needed in the “period ahead” 
towards peace in the region. He 
expressed hope that “it will not 
be long before we see some prog- 
ress.” 

Mr. Baker also voiced caution 
against attaching expectations of 
immediate progress and an im- 
mediate breakthrough in the 
peace process. 

The secretary of state, who 
flew in here from occupied Jeru- 
salem at midday after talks with 
Palestinian leaders there (see 
story below), said he was pleased 
with his “full discussions” on the 
Arab-Israeli conflict and the 
Palestinian problem. 

He said his meeting with the 
Palestinians in Jerusalem focused 
on “the importance of breaking 
taboos that exist between Arabs 
and Israelis and between Israelis 
and Palestinians.” 

Mr. Baker emphasised he 
would like to see improved rela- 
tions with Jordan. 

“We discussed ways we can 
strengthen that relationship in an 
effort to bring it back to the status 


which it enjoyed during the 
past,” Mr. Baker said. 

The secretary, who last met 
King Hussein in Washington in 
August after Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait, skipped the Kingdom on 
his previous two trips. 

He will visit Syria. Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia on his trip and may 
return to Israel as soon as next 
week. 

In his comments here, Mr. 
Baker urged parties to the con- 
flict to “create and develop a 
peace process that could work... 
peace comes if the parties to the 
conflict are determined to make it 
happen.” 

On Israel's policy of building 
settlements in the occupied Arab 
territories, Mr. Baker said he 
disagrees with Israel on this poli- 
cy. He reiterated the U.S. stand 
which considers Jewish settle- 
ments in the Arab territories as 
an “obstacle” to peace. 

In a brief opening statement to 
reporters, the King said: 

“I would like to say how 
pleased I have been together with 
my colleagues to welcome in Jor- 
dan Secretary Baker on this visit 
and I believe that although the 
time has been short we have 
covered much ground and I be- 
lieve that this is a milestone in 
terms of relations between our 
two countries that have grown 
and developed over many many 
years suffered maybe in recent 
times. Bat it is a relationship 
based on mutual respect and 
friendship and commitment to- 
wards a better future for the 


people in this region and in the 
world. I am very happy with the 
secretary's visit and with our talks 
and hope that this visit offers us 
the opportunity to begin again 
die intensive, frank and construc- 
tive dialogue that is so needed in 
the times ahead. We particularly 
view the fact that the U.S. and 
President Bosh my old friend and 
the secretary are involved m the 
problems of the area, particularly 
tbe Arab-Israeli problem (and) the 
Palestioian-Israeli problem, as 
extremely encouraging. Needless 
to say that we have always been 
committed to the cause of peace, 
a just and lasting peace in this 
region and see some real progress 
towards achieving this goal which 
is so dear to all of us." 

Mr. Baker said: 

“First let me thank you for 
hospitality. I, too. Your Majesty, 
am very pleased with the talks 
that we conducted and I think 
that they were very productive 
and useful and I too would like to 
see a strengthening af the rela- 
tionship between , the U.S. and 
Jordan which has indeed suffered 
in the past. We had occasion to 
have a full discussion on talks that 
I have had in Arab capitals and in 
Israel, talks that I have had with 
Palestinians in the territories re- 
specting the peace procees, re- 
specting the Israeli- Palestinian 
problem and respecting the Arab- 
Israeli conflict in general. We 
also had on opportunity to discuss 
the bilateral relationship — the 

(Continued on page 5) 


Palestinians cautiously optimistic 
after meeting Baker in Jerusalem 


By Daond Kuttab 

Special to die Jordan Tunes 

EAST JERUSALEM — Palesti- 
nian political figures from the 
occupied territories who met with 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker told journalists that they 
were “cautiously optimistic'' and 
said that some progress was 
made. 

Addressing 'a crowded press 
conference at the national theatre 
in Jerusalem, Faisal Husseini, 
who headed the delegation said: 
“The atmosphere was construc- 
tive more than the two earlier, 
meetings.” He said that while the 
two earlier mountings were fo- 
cused on problems and obstacles 
this meeting concentrated on how 
to overcome these obstacles. 
“This meeting touched on subst- 
ance rather than slogans.” be 
said. 

This was the longest meeting yet 
between Palestinians and Baker and 
with the Palestinian delegation cut 
down to three it appears that Palesti- 
nians were able to go into details both 
of the living situation in the occupied 
territories and the long-term Palesti- 
nian aspirations. ‘Tor the first time I 
feel that we were able to go into 
details about life under occupation in 


human terms,” said Hanan Mikhail- 
Ashrawi. Apparently during the dis- 
cussions tbe American side listened 
attentively. "You could hear a pin 
drop as they were listening receptive- 
ly and compassionately,” she said. 

Palestinian participants were, 
however, not very forthcoming to 
journalists with details. They said that 
there was an agreement not to discuss 
details for fear that premature disclo- 
sure would sabotage whatever prog- 
ress was being made. The Palestinians 
said that various formulas for Palesti- 
nian participation was discussed in- 
cluding independent, joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian and as part of a single 
Arab delegation. On tbe sponsorship 
of the conference they said that both 
the European and U.N. roles were 
discussed as being essential. One par- 
ticipant told the Jordan Times that 
the reason for Palestinian encourage- 
ment is the fact that the U.S. seems to 
moving closer and closer towards an 
international parley rather than a 
regional one. The participants said 
they prefer to refer to tbe talked 
about gathering as a “conference” 
rather than a specifically regional or 
international conference. 

There was also discussion about tbe 
interim self governing arrangement 
and the various phases being prop- 
osed and tbe means of linking these 
phases. 

It was not dear from the Palesti- 
nian participants whether they were 


encouraged because Mr. Baker was 
angry with the Israelis and therefore 
rook his anger at the Israelis in bis 
.meeting with the Palestinians or 
whether they were optimistic because 
of a tangible agreement on specifics. 
At one point Mr. Baker asssured Mr. 
Husseini of his sincerity by saying 
“read my comments tomorrow.” 

One of the issues that seem to have 
angered the Americans was the settle- 
ment issue. Mr. Baker showed die 
Palestinian participants a dip from an 
ABC News item about the latest 
Israeli settlement of Revavim. In it a 
Palestinian fanner explains how his 
farm land was taken from him and an 
arrogant settlers saying that they did 
not care about the U.S. opposition to 
settlement so long as they were able 
to casta Wish facts on the ground. Mr. 
Baker told the Palestinians that this 
kind of talk really angers the U.S. 
public and be felt personally insulted 
by it. 

All three Palestinians stressed that 
there was a cautious optimism. 
Zakharia AJAgha. head of the Gaza 
Medical Association, said that he was 
less pessimistic than tbe previous 
meeting. “Maybe it was the atmos- 
phere. maybe it was the frankness in 
which issues were discussed.” but he 
stressed that “I can’t say that there is 
real tangible progress,” Mr. Husseini 
said: “This doesn't mean that our 

(Continued on page 5) 


Kuwait names new cabinet, 
Sabahs keep key posts 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — Kuwait, 
under pressure to form a more 
democratic government, Satur- 
day announced a new cabinet 
with members of the ruling Al 
Sabah family keeping key posts. 

The cabinet was announced by 
the crown prince and prime 
minister. Sheikh Saad al Abdul- 
lah Al Sabah. 

The entire cabinet resigned on 
March 19 amidst intense public 
complaints about the govern- 
ment's difficulties restoring 
essential services following 
Kuwait’s liberation. 

Sheikh Saad removed four 
members of the royal family from 
the cabinet but added two other 
members. In all, there are five Al 
Sabahs on the new, 21-man 
cabinet, down from seven on the 
former cabinet. 

Radio Kuwait said Sheikh 
Salem Al Sabah was moved from 
the' Interior Ministry to take 
charge of foreign affairs. He was 
also appointed deputy prime 
minister. 


Kuwait's influential finance 
minister, Sheikh Ali Khalifa Al 
Sabah, who ran tbe Oil Ministry 
for 12 years until last June, was 
replaced as finance minister by 
Nasser Abdullah AI Rodhan, 
formerly in charge of commerce 
and industry. 

Sheikh Salem replaced the emi- 
rate's long-serving foreign minis- 
ter and deputy premier. Sheikh 
Sabah; Al Ahmad Al Sabah, who 
was dropped from the govern- 
ment. 

The new cabinet replaces a 
caretaker administration which 
ran the country after Sheikh 
Saad’s cabinet resigned. 

Tbe cabinet resigned amid pub- 
lic dissatisfaction over restoration 
of basic services after a seven- 
month Iraqi occupation of 
Kuwait and the Gulf war. 

The post of ministry of state for 
foreign affairs, previously held by 
a member of the Sabah family, 
was dropped from the new 20- 
member cabinet. 

Tbe prime minister, in a letter 


to the emir. Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah, said the new 
government was formed at. a cri- 
tical time after the destruction of 
Kuwait’s infrastructure by the 
war. 

He said the government would 
create “an appropriate atmos- 
phere to hold general elections 
next year" for a new parliament, 
as promised by the emir. 

“The weight of responsibility is 
heavy,” Sheikh Saad, the emir’s 
cousin who has been prime minis- 
ter since 1978, said. 

Members of the royal family in 
the new cabinet include the new 
interior minister. Sheikh Ahmad 
Hamoud Al Jaber Al Sabah, a 
former provincial governor. 

Opposition groups had deman- 
ded the exclusion of all Sabahs 
who served in the government 
before the Iraqi invasion last Au- 
gust. 

They are also demanding a 
dear date for elections, prefer- 

(Contimied on page 4) 





His Majesty King Hussein with U.S. Secretary of State James Baker in Aqaba Saturday 
(Petra photo) 

Kurdish leaders in 
Baghdad for talks 


Combined agency dispatches 

KURDISH LEADERS took up 
an offer of peace talks from Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein in a move 
aimed at paving the way for the 
return of about two million Iraqi 
refugees. 

A spokesman for the Kurdish 
Democratic Party (KDP) in Lon- 
don said Saturday a four-man 
delegation. led by veteran guer- 
rilla Jaial Talabani, was in Bagh- 
dad to seek full implementation 
'of a 1970 accord granting the 
Kurds autonomy. 

The talks in Baghdad took 
place as 320 U.S. marines flew 
into northern Iraq, spearheading 
a five-nation operation to set up 
safe havens for hundreds of 
thousands of mainly Kurdish re- 
fugees who fled violence. 

The Kurdish delegation went 
to Baghdad after an invitation 
from President Saddam whose 
previous offer of an amnesty was 
I dismissed by the rebels. 

Spokesman Sherwan Bizayee 
said a representative of KDP 
leader Massoud Barzani, Sami 
Abdul Rahman of the People's 
Democratic Party and Rasoul 
Mam and of tbe Socialist Party of 
Kurdistan were in Baghdad. 

“We are going to suggest to 
them (the Iraqis) that any agree- 
ment has to be backed up with 
guarantees from the international 


community, preferably the Un- 
ited Nations," Mr. Bizayee said. 

The Kurds have accused the 
government of reneging on a 1970 
agreement granting them full 
autonomy. 

‘They are discussing an Iraqi 
offer for expanded autonomy 
withib tbe federated structure of 
Iraq, promising democracy, plur- 
alism and constitutional rule in 
Baghdad.” a spokesman for Mr. 
Talabanr said. 

An Iraqi Shiite opposition 
leader in Damascus. Taqi Al 
Mudarresi, mentor of several 
Shiite groups, ruled out negotia- 
tions with Baghdad and said the 
fight would go on. 

Ayatollah Mudarresi also 
claimed in a statement that fight- 
ing was continuing in and around 
the cities of Basra. Tannumah 
and Karbala. . 

The spokesman for the KDP in 
Damascus, Falakeddin Kaka'i, 
said the Baghdad trip followed 
meetings between the - Kurdish 
groups and a delegation from the 
Iraqi government. 

An authoritative Kurdish 
source said tbe decision to go to 
Baghdad was readied after con- 
sultations with the five perma- 
nent members of the United Na- 
tions Security Council: Tbe Un- 
ited States, Britain, France, Chi- 
na and the Soviet Union. 

“They were asked whether 


they would be prepared to 
guarantee any agreements 
reached with Saddam and some 
have already agreed to do so,” 
said the source, who would not 
elaborate. 

The Kurds are equally sceptical 
that U.S. President George Bush 
and the other Kuwait coalition 
allies would be prepared to sup- 
port their latest effort to topple 
the Iraqi government. 

Both Mr. Talabani and Mr.„ 
Barzani have admitted in recent 
interviews that, they would be 
unable to overthrow the govern- 
ment without foreign help. 

Because of that, they were 
anxious not to waste the oppor- 
tunity prodded by the invitation 
for talks. 

Their main demand is full re- 
spect for tiie 1970 agreement 
granting the Kurds full autonomy 
in their region and the establish- 
ment of a truly democratic and 
pluralistic regime in Iraq, ending 
the rule of the Arab Socialist 
Baath Party. 

Sources said the Kurds would 
also demand hefty compensation 
from Iraq's oil revenues for the 
thousands of Kurdish towns razed 
in recent years to depopulate the 
border regions. 

Kurdish sources said the deci- 
sion to embark on negotiations 
followed intensive negotiations 
among the Kurdish' groups. 


S . Arabia Lebanese differ over 
unlikely role in peace parley 


unlikely 
to attend 
peace 
talks 

AQABA (Agencies) — Saudi 
Arabia, contrary to earlier ex- 
pectations, is unlikely to attend at 
least the opening session of a 
regional Middle East peace con- 
ference with Israel, a U.S. official 
said on Saturday. 

Senior Saudi officials had pre- 
dicted that in the new post-Gulf 
war dimate Riyadh would be 
represented at a peace confer- 
ence and would exert a moderat- 
ing influence. 

But the U.S. official told repor- 
ters: “With respect to the Gulf 
states, it would be likely that they 
will not be partidpating with 
Israel in the conference but it 
would be the neighbouring states 
instead." 

The official briefed reporters 
who arrived in Aqaba with U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker.. 

Mr. Baker, who flew to Cairo 
later Saturday, himself said 
Arabs negotiating with Israel on 
peace are likely to be limited to 
“front-line” states and the 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Baker flew to Cairo Satur- 
day evening and met with Foreign 
Minister Esmat Abdul Meguid. 
He was to hold more extensive 
talks Sunday with President Hos- 

(Cootmued on page 5) 


BEIRUT (R) — Two ministers in 
the Lebanese government dif- 
fered on Saturday over any 
Lebanese role in a Arab-Israeli 
peace conference. 

Shiite Muslim Minister of State 
Nabih Beni told Reuters Leba- 
non should steer dear of a Middle 
East peace conference but should 
instead push for Israel to with- 
draw its troops from its territory. 

“Lebanon is not concerned 
with any regional or international 
conference but asks the Security 
Council and the United States to 
implement (U.N. Security Coun- 
cil) Resolution 425," he said. 

Foreign Minister Fans Bouez, 
also a dose ally of Syria, was 
quoted on Saturday as saying it 
was Lebanon’s “right and duty to 
be an essential member of the 
international conference." 

“Lebanon should enter the 
peace conference not to negotiate 
its problem but the Palestinian 
problem as solving this would 
directly affect Lebanon,” Beirut's 
Al Nahar newspaper quoted him 
as saying. 

Mr. Beni said the U.N. resolu- 
tion, which calls for an immediate 
and unconditional Israeli with- 
drawal, was a decision taken by 
an international referee and 
therefore (fid not need to be 
revised. 

“It is extremely dangerous for 
Lebanon to enter this thing (a 
conference) because the govern- 
ment has Resolution 425... and 
Lebanese diplomacy, should work 
On that," Mr. Bern said in an 
interview. 

Mr. Beni, who was visiting the 
southern port of Sidon, headed 


the Syrian-backed Am a) militia, 
which he declared disbanded ear- 
lier this year in line with a govern- 
ment drive to end the civil war. 

Mr. Bouez, a Christian Maro- 
nite, said on Wednesday Leba- 
non’s stand was clean “We are... 
with any comprehensive interna- 
tional conference and we are 
against (Israel) trying to isolate 
any state and exert pressure on it 
(through bilateral talks).” 

A U.S. official, briefing repor- 
ters travelling with U.S. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker in Jor- 
dan Saturday, said only Israel’s 
neighbours would probably 
attend the proposed peace con- 
ference. 

Lebanon is Israel's northern 
neighbour. Israel has said it will 
only withdraw its forces from a 
“security zone" inside Lebanon 
when the Lebanese army and a 
strong government in Beirut can 
guarantee the security of its bor- 
der. 

Syrian Information Minister 
Mohammad Salman said this 
week Lebanon should be in- 
cluded as a party to any Middle 
East peace conference or at least 
its problems should be on the 
agenda. 

During Mr. Baker's visit to the 
Middle East earlier this month, 
the Lebanese government called 
on Syria and Egypt to use their 
influence with the Bush adminis- 
tration and seek an end to Israel’s 
control of the “security zone” in 
South Lebanon. The issue is be- 
beved to have been a key topic 
during Mr.- Baker's talks vrith 
Syrian leaders. 


U.S. 

forces 

build 

camp 

near 

Zakho 

SELOPI, Turkey (Agencies) — 
About 500 American marines be- 
gan bunding a refugee camp in 
northern Iraq on Saturday under 
an allied plan to return half a 
million Iraqis, U.S. military offi- 
cials said. 

“The first tents went up today 
in Zakho for the refugees,” 
marine Lieutenant Colonel 
Michael Boyce told reporters. 

He.said the marines had cros- 
sed the border in battalion 
strength — 450 to 500 men — by 
helicopter and had met no Iraqi 
resistance. 

The United States has asked 
Iraq to pull its troops weD back 
from the Zakho region to make 
way for refugee havens, a U.S. 
diplomat said earlier Saturday. « 

“We asked for the withdrawal 
of Iraqi forces to a line 30 
kilometres south of (the town of) 
Zakho,” the diplomat told Ren- 
ters. 

‘The idea is to jpve os brea- 
thing space in the Zakho valley 
where we plan to set up transitory 
camps for tbe refugees.” 

U.S. Lieutenant-General John 
Shalikashvfli, allied task force 
commander, had transmitted the 
demand for Iraqi army evacua- 
tion from Zakho at Friday’s 
meeting with two senior Iraqi 
officers just inside Iraq. 

“The Iraqi delegation asked to 
study tbe proposal,” tbe ckplomat 
said. “Negotiations are still going 
on.'’ 

Gen. Shalikashvfli and allied 
officers met two Iraqi brigadier- 
generals. Nushwan Danoun and 
Abdul Hafiz Jezafl, for 50 mi- 
nutes on the Iraqi side of the 
Habur crossing between Iraq and 
TUrkey. 

The U.S. general said later no 
further meeting had been 
arranged, saying issues would be 
pursued through other channels. 

A U.S. spokesman at tbe Tur- 
kish border town of Sflopi said 
the marines had gone in with 
infantrymen, engineers and civil 
affairs specialists to establish the 
first camp near Zakho. 

Major Ron Gahagan said work 
had also started on repairing one 
of two damaged bridges across 
the Hezil River, which marks the 
border between Turkey and Iraq. 
U.S. supply trucks were expected 
to cross the river on Sunday for 
the first tim e. 

About 17,500 U.S., British, 
French, Dutch and Italian troops 
plan to set up havens in northern 
Iraq where refugees now stuck in 
filthy mountain encampments can 
be housed. 

U.N. agencies must have a 
dear mandate to work in refugee 
havens in northern Iraq and need 
to help plan them to ensure a 
smooth takeover from allied 
troops, a U.N. official said Satur- 
day. 

Daniel Conway, U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) representative in Tur- 
key, told Reuters the nature of 
any United Nations role should 
be spelled out quickly. 

"If we wait until after they 
(allied troops) leave before we do 
anything, it is going to be a 
disaster,” be said. 

The U.S.-led task force hopes 
to torn over the new camps and 
supply lines to the United Na- 
tions, which has made a separate 
agreement with the Baghdad gov- 
ernment to establish humanita- 
rian centres for needy civilians 
throughout Iraq. 

Mr. Conway said U.N. Secret- 
ary General Javier Perez de Cuel- 
lar was expected to talk in Paris 
Saturday with UNHCR Commis- 
■aoncr Sadako Ogata and Prince 
Sadiuddin Aga Khan, . special 
U.N.- envoy for Innnanitarian 
affairs b tire Guff. M 
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Iraq discloses dangerous weapons, 
but Washington says it is not enough 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— Iraq has disclosed its arsenal of 
poison gas and ballistic missiles to 
the United Nations but the Un- 
ited States accused Baghdad of 
deliberatly leaving out its biolo- 
gical and nuclear weapons prog- 
ramme. 

Allied diplomats said they 
agreed with U.S. complaints ab- 
out the lack of details on nuclear- 
grade weapons but bad more 
sketchy information on whether 
Iraq had the capability of con- 
ducting germ warfare. 

A spokesman at the U.S. De- 
fence Department said the Un- 
ited States suspected Iraq had the 
capability to create agents for 
biological weapons but was not 
certain if the weaponry had been 
created. 

The detailed breakdown of the 
Iraqi arsenal was presented by 
Iraqi Foreign Minister Ahmad 
Hussein in a letter to U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar. 

It was the first step by Iraq 
towards complying with U.N. de- 
mands to destroy the missiles it 
fired against Israel and. Saudi 
Arabia in the Gulf war and the 
chemical weapons it is alleged to 
possess. 

As required by a Security 
Council resolution adopted on 
April 3,' Iraq's statement set in 
motion a complicated countdown 


that could see the destruction of 
these weapons in about two 
months. 

Mr. Hussein gave listings and 
locations of chemical weapons 
and ballistic missiles in his letter 
(see separate list) but said Iraq 
did not possess any biological 
weapons, which the Security 
Council had also ordered des- 
troyed. 

On nuclear weapons, the fore- 
ign minister said all Iraq's atomic 
materials were used for peaceful! 
purposes and had already been 
put under safeguards of the Inter- 
nationa] Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA). 

U.S. State Department spokes- 
man Richard Boucher said: 
“They declare no nuclear 
weapons, nuclear weapons-us- 
able material or other related 
facilities or activities. We don't 
think that response is satisfac- 
tory.” 

Other U.S. officials said they 
were certain Iraq had highly en- 
riched uranium supplied by 
France and the Soviet Union 
which could be used for nuclear 
weapons. 

.In an implied threat to force 
Iraq tok comply with council re- 
solutions, the Sanctions Commit- 
tee of the Security Council made 
no immediate decision at a 
closed-door meeting Friday on 
Baghdad's request to be allowed 


to sell nearly SI billion worth of 
oil to pay for food and other 
goods it urgently needs. 

The committee is expected to 
wait until it becomes clear that 
Iraq will not impede a plan by the 
United States, Britain and France 
to set up protected camps for 
Kurdish and other refugees, di- 
plomats said. - 

Nevertheless, the list presented 
by Iraq was substantial, and 
according to one Soviet diplomat 
showed Iraq's willingness to com- 
ply with the U.N. resolution. 

Mr. Hussein said Baghdad's 
arsenal contains 51 A1 Hussein 
upgraded Scud-type missiles with 
a range of 640 kms and one Send 
missile with a range of 52 to 290 
kms. 

In addition, it has five Scud- 
type conventional warheads, 18 Al 
Hussein-type conventional war- 
heads and another 30 with che- 
' mica! warheads. 

Iraq also said it had four missile 
launchers and gave their loca- 
tions, two mobile missile erec- 
tors, 28 fixed platforms for ballis- 
tic missiles in what it called its 
Western zone and four missile 
platforms in the same area. 

On chemical weapons, the 
documents listed the nerve gases 
sarin and tab un, which kill after a 
few minutes when the longs no 
longer work. But they can be 


dissipated in the air, depending 
on temperature and winds. 

The letter said Iraq had 6,920 
artillery shells filled with sarin. 
Another 2,500 saqr-30 short- 
range missile warheads filled with 
sarin were under the debris of a 
levelled storehouse, as were 200 
sarin-filled aerial bombs. 

Iraq also reported possession 
of 650 tonnes or tabus along with 
large quantities of mustard gas in 
■aerial bombs, artillery shells and 
in storage. 

. It said that five research and 
development sites for chemical 
weapons had been destroyed, 
presumably by allied bombing in 
the Gulf war. 

Iraq's chemical, biological and 
nuclear sites and its Scud missiles 
were prime targets of the allied 
air attack on Iraq that began Jan. 
17. Iraq fired the missiles at Israel 
and Saudi Arabia during the war, 
but never carried oat its threat to 
use chemical weapons in the war- 
heads. 

The Iraqi letter says that five 
chemical weapons research and 
development laboratories were 
destroyed by the allied bombing, 
along with a sarin nerve gas pro- 
duction site, a mustard gas pro- 
duction site, four facilities for 
“intermediary materials.'* and 
five workshops for filling shells 
and missiles with the toxins. 


List of weapons of Iraq presented to U.N. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Following are excerpts from Iraq's 
letter to the United Nations on its weapons of mass destruction. An 
April 3 Security Council resolution required Iraq to submit a list of 
its chemical, biological and nuclear weapons as well as its ballistic 
missiles so they could be removed or destroyed within the next few 
months. The letter, from Iraqi Foreign Munster Ahmad Hussein 
was submitted in Arabic. The translation is unofficial. 

I have the honour to refer to die letter which I addressed to you 
on 6 April 1991 concerning the Iraqi government's acceptance of 
Security Council Resolution 687 (1991), and in particular, to my 
remarks concerning the resolution's treatment of the subject of 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Iraq does not possess any biological weapons or related items... I 
should like to mention that the Iraqi government accepts the 
arrangement of an immediate on-site inspection of the sort 
described in paragraph 9 (B) of the resolution... 

Annex I — Chemical weapons: 

Locations Mutbaana state; establishment, 70 kilometres west of 
Baghdad ’ * * / 

Activity: Research and 'development/production, storage. 

1. Research and development laboratories — five rites, cadi 
with five laborato i w s «( destrovetB . *■ 


1. Research and development laboratories — five rites, each 

with five laboratori83(destroyea$.' *• 

2. Production rite for sarin — one rite (destroyed). 

3. Production site for mustard gas — one site (destroyed). 

4. Production rite for intermediary materials — four rites 
(destroyed). 

5. Workshops for filling various type of ammunition (artillery, 
mortars, aerial bombs and missiles) — five rites (destroyed). 

6. Sarin 120-mtn missile warhead — quantity. 6,920. 

7. Sarin — Saqr-30 missile warhead — quantity, 2,500 (under 
debris of levelled storehouse). , 

S. DB-2 aerial bomb (aluminium) — quantity, 200 (under 
debris of levelled storehouse). 

9. Sarin — finished product (stock) — quantity, 75 tonnes. 

10. Tabun — intermediate material only — quantity, 150 
tonnes. 

11. Tabun — poops — quantity, 500 tonnes. 

12. Mustard gas — finished product (stock) — quantity, 280 


Annex — Chemical weapons 

Activity: storage 

(Site, item, type and quantity) 

1. Al Walid airbase — sarin — binary-system aerial bomb — 
quantity, 336. 

2. Saddam and Qadiriyah airbases — mustard gas — 500 gauge 
aerial bomb — quantity, 140. 

3. Saddam, Tammaz, Qadiriyah and Al Bakr airbases and Al 

Tnz airfield — mustard gas 1 — 150 gauge aerial bomb, 
quantityj900. 

4. Chemical proving ground near Failujah — mustard gas — 
155-mm artillery shell, quantity 105. 

Annex IQ — Ballistic missiles 

(site, item,, type and quantity) . - 

I. Taji — r Scud missile — 8K14E — 50 to 300-km range; 

quantity, 1. . ~ 

■ 2. TajT^AI Hussein missile — 650 km range — quantity, 51: 

'3. Taji — conventional warhead — 8F 44 — quantity, 5. 

4. Taji — conventional warhead — Al Hussein — quantity, 18. 

5. Dnjayl — chemical warhead — Al Hussein — quantity, 30. 

6. Habbaniya — baric fuel storage tank — TM — quantity, 7 

7. Habbaniya — oxidant storage tank — AK — quantity, 18. 

8. Habbaniya — operating-fuel storage tank — TK — quantity, 
6 . 

9. Rashid camp — missile launcher — 9M 117M — quantity, 2. 

10. Rashid camp — missile launcher — Al Walid — quantity, 2. 

II. Rashid camp — mobile missile erector — Al Nida — 
quantity, 2. 

12. Western zone — fixed platform — quantity, 28. 

13. Western zone — missile platform — 9M 117M — quantity, 
4. 

14. Taji — fuel tanker-truck, quantity, 4. 

15. Taji — oxidant tanker-truck, quantity, 5. 


Men of Baghdad enjoy day at the races 


By Nicholas Phythian 
Reuter 

BAGHDAD — They may not be 
at the peak of their form but the 
horses of Baghdad are full of 
running. 

Without a race for three 
months because oF the Gulf war, 
they take to the turf with a spring 
in their step. 

For the owners and particularly 
the punrers at the horsemanship 
club of Baghdad, it is yet another 
■mall sign that life in the capital is 
returning to normal. 

“It's good to be back,” said 
Zuhair, a middleman for Western 
companies before the Gulf crisis. 

The government-run race 
course on the western edge of the 
capital reopened for business 
Wednesday for the first time 
since the war closed it in January. 

On Friday, a popular day for 
going to the races, punters clus- 
tered around the paddock casting 
a practised eye over the runners 
before the first race. 
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“The horses run not so well at 
the moment, because of the food 
and because the bombing and the 
raids made them nervous.'* said 
Zuhair. “There is very little 
food.” 

Whatever the talk on the 
course, club manager Fahmi Sab- 
ri said food for the 2,500 horses 
had not been a problem. 

“We have enough food for the 
horses," he said, adding that they 
had been well looked after. 

“The workers, they are coming 
every morning at six and staying 
until eight.” He expected the 
horses' form to improve as they 
became race-fit again. 

The circuit, opened in 1948, 
organises a race meet every Sun- 
day, Wednesday and Friday for 
eight months of the year. It is 
dosed during the blazing summer 
months from July to October. 

On Friday, punters sipped tea, 
drank beer or swallowed home- 
produced cola from recycled Pep- . 
si bottles as they discussed form 
and marked their race cards. 
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In the members' enclosure at 
the top of the stand, opposite the 
finishin g pose, fathers and their 
sons — the club is a male pre- 
serve — picked at kebab or dishes 
of lamb and rice. Large electric 
fans swirled lazily overhead. 

Business at the windows of the 
betting kiosks was brisk. 

Punters bny betting slips for 
five Iraqi dinars ($16 at the offi- 
cial rate) a time.. The bigger the 
bet they want to place on each 
horse, the more slips they buy. 

The odds — expressed in the 
form of the winnings from five 
dinar bets — were displayed on a 
huge electronic information 
board opposite the winning post 
and the main stand. 

They were also flashed up on 
television screens over the betting 
windows and scattered around 
the public enclosures. 

For a city starved of electricity 
by U.S. and allied air raids during 
the Gulf war and after the fight- 
ing ended at the end of February, 
ir was another welcome sign. 


Sabri said that an estimated 

6.000 racegoers turned out on an 
average day. “At every race 
meeting we take about 250,000 
dinars ($800,000) in bets,” he 
added. 

A flurry of last-minute bets on 
Friday sent the total amount wa- 
gered on the first race to almost 

34.000 dinars ($110,000). 

A bell signalled that the horses 
bad left the starting doors set up 
on the far ride of the circuit. A 
buzz run through the crowd as the 
horses and the jockies, who were 
dad in brightly coloured silk, 
thundered down the back straight 
leaving a cloud of dust in their 
wake. 

As they neared the finishing 
post — as on courses throughout 
the world — the buzz- turned into 
an excited clamour. 

On the skyline, the burnt out 
shell of the Baghdad telecom- 
mmDCTtkm. building crippled by 
U.S. bombs provided a vivid re- 
minder that life was not yet back 
to normal. 


Mengistu 
offers 
to resign 

NAIROBI (R) — Ethiopian 
President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam, - battling major rebel 
advances in the north, offered to 
resign if it would preserve the 
unity of the country. 

“As long as it would help 
restore the unity of the country ... 
I am willing and ready to step 
down,” Mengistn said Friday in a 
three-hour speech broadcast on 
television and radio. 

“I ask the Ethiopian people to 
give an urgent verdict on how 
best to stem the threat by the 
northern rebels — be it through 
peaceful means or force.” 

Rebels, who control vast tracts 
of the north and have come with- 
in 160 kilometres of the capital 
Addis Ababa in the past two 
months, did not take Mengistn's 
offer seriously and said they 
would fight on. 

The president said he had cal- 
led an extraordinary session of 
the Sheugo (parliament) -to dis- 
cuss the issue. Diplomats in 
Addis Ababa -said the govern- 
ment’s intentions would become 
dearer at the meeting, which 
would probably start on Monday. 

They noted that as the Sbengo 

- represented only Mengistu's sing- 
le ruling party, it was likely to 
urge him to stay on. 

The speech was well-publicised 

— Ethiopians were given the 
afternoon off to go home and 
listen to it — but some diplomats 
said It was disappointing because 
it appeared to offer no new initia- 
tive to end the devastating wars in 
the north. 

“We will have to wait and see 
what comes ont of the shengo 
meeting next week,” said one 
Western diplmat” This could 
just be words, although it could 
be a c hink appearing.” 

Christopher Qapham, an ex- 
pert cm Ethiopian affairs at Bri- 
tain's Lancaster University, said 
the resignation offer could be a 
tactical ploy to stay in power that 
could backfire. 

- “It's a dramatic change which 
could set in train expectations 
that could put pressure on him to 
step down even if he has no 
intention of doing so,” Qapham 
said. 

The government is fending off 
major attacks by the Eritrean 
People's Liberation Front 
(EPLF), fighting for a separate 
state in the Red Sea province 
Eritrea, which it largely controls, 
and the Ethiopian People’s Re- 
volutionary Democratic Party 
(EPRDF). 

The EPRDF, a rebel alliance 
led by the Tigre people's Libera- 
tion Front (TPLF), controls large 
areas of other northern provinces 
and has advanced towards Addis 
Ababa since launching a fresh 
offensive in late February to top- 
ple Mengistu and set up a broad- 
based administration. 

Mengistu, who took power 
three years after a 1974 revolu- 
tion which overthrew Emperor 
Haile Selassie and has ruled with 
an iron hand, peppered his 
speech with appeals for unity. 

He said the rebels’ true motive 
was to carve off northern 
Ethiopia and set up a new state 
based on tribal affiliations. 

Spokesmen from both main 
rebel groups greeted Mengistu's 
speech with scepticism. 

“It's a face-saving approach,” 
Asefa Mamo, a senior eprdf offi- 
cial . told Reuters by telephone 
from London. He added the 
speech would not affect rebel 
military strategy. 

EPLF spokesman Yemane 
Meskel, also speaking by tele- 
phone from London, said his 
group wanted more than words. 

’Hiough Mengjstu did not refer 
to it, his speech appeared partly 
to be in response to an unpre- 
cedented appeal by a group of 
Addis Ababa academics earlier 
this month for the government to 
step down forthe sake of peace. 

They urged 4 ceasefire, a tran- 
sitional government of commun- 
ity elders and free elections. 


U.N. force includes 
300 officers, 36 states 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
United Nations Friday disclosed 
the composition of the 1 ,440-man 
peacekeeping mission in the 
Gulf, which includes 300 officers 
with about 100 of them drawn 
from the five permanent mem- 
bers of the Security Council. 

The first U.N. infantrymen to 
be deployed in a buffer zone . 
along the Iraq-Kuwait border fly 
into Kuwait on Monday but set- 
ting up the 36-nation frontier 
force will take several weeks, its 
commander said in Kuwait 
Friday. 

Major General Gunther 
Greinidl fo Austria said the Un- 
ited Nations also was concerned . 
about the fate of more than 
15,000 Iraqi refugees in the de- 
militarised zone his force will 
patrol. 

The mission will be made up of 
300 unarmed military observers, 
protected initially by five infantry 
companies totalling 680 men to 
provide security, as well as a field 
engineering unit to help clear 
mines, a logistics unit and an air 
unit with planes and helicopters. 

It will be the first time officers 
from the United States, the 
Soviet Union, Britain, France 
and China are serving in the same 


U.N. contigeat. Diplomatic 
sources said they expected each 
of the five powers to contribute 
about 20 officers. 

The other 200 military obser- 
vers come from Argentina, Au- 
stria, Bangladesh, Canada, De- 
nmark, Fiji, Finland, Ghana. 
Greece, Hungary, India, Indone- 
sia, Ireland, Italy, Kenya, 
Malaysia, Nigeria, Norway, 
Pakistan, Poland, Romania, 
Senegal, Singapore; Sweden, 
T hailan d, Turkey, Uruguay and 
_ Venezuela. 

Six infantry companies of ab- 
out 110 men each are drawn from 
Austria, Denmark, Fiji, Ghana 
and Nepal and there is a Norwe- 
gian -Swedish logistics unit. All 
are on loan from U.N. 
peacekeeping forces in Cyprus 
and Lebanon. 

Canada will supply 300 en- 
gineers of all ranks., Chile is 
sending six helicopters with 50 
crew, Switzerland is supplying 
two aircraft and Norwajnwill run 
a medical unit of 50 people. 

In addition, there will be 25 
people from Denmark for move- 
ment control and a postal unit 
and 35 from Sweden for a supply 
unit. 


China is helping Algeria’s 
nuclear programme — paper 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. in- 
telligence agencies have deter- 
mined that China is helping 
Algeria build a nuclear reactor 
that may eventually produce fuel 
for nuclear weapons, Thq 
Washington Post said Saturday. 

It quoted knowledgeable gov- 
ernment sources as saying that 
China may be violating past 
pledges on transfers of nuclear 
technology. The paper quoted 
other officials as saying the discl- 
osure may undermine the Bush 
adminis tration’s plan to renew 
favourable terms for Chinese 
trade. ^ -■ 

China had pledged in 1984 that 
it would submit all nuclear tech- 
nology exports to inspection by 
officials of the International Ato- 
mic Energy Agency. But the Post 
said it had been told by officials 
that none of China’s assistance to 
Algeria had' heen inspected. ' 

China and Algeria have denied 
any collaboration on nuclear 


weapons, according to the paper. 

But it quoted intelligence offi- 
cials as saying the reactor under 
construction and several years 
from completion is larger than 
would be required for routine 
nuclear research and the con- 
struction site shows no provision 
to extract electric power from the 
reactor. 

It said suspicions have been 
heightened by the appearance of 
a Soviet-made anti-aircraft bat- 
tery near the remote site near the 
Mediterranean coastline. 

President George Bush must 
ask the congress to renew China's 
most favoured nation status for 
trade by June 30. 

The House of Representatives 
voted last year to deny China the 
status, which provides Chinese 
goods, lower tariffs, because of 
China’s suppression of internal 
dissent. The Senate voted forthe 
renewal at the urging of Mr. 
Bush. 


Mahjoub killing suspect 
escapes from police truck 


CAIRO (AP) — A suspect in the 
assassination of Egypt's parlia- 
ment speaker escaped from cus- 
tody in southern Egypt, a security 
spokesman said Saturday. 

The spokesman, an interior 
ministry official, identified the 
escapee as Safwat Ahmad Abdul 
Ghani, 28, a notorious religious 
activist with a 10-year record of 
arrests. He would not discuss 
details. 

Abdul Ghani was among sever- 
al suspects expected to be 
charged soon in the machine-gun 
ambush last Oct. 12 of Rifaat Al 
Mahjoub, speaker of the People’s 
Assembly, outside a Nile-side 
luxury hotel in downtown Cairo. 

The spokesman said Abdul 
Ghani is a prominent member of 
the extremist underground group 
Jihad. It was blamed for the 1981 
assassination of President Anwar 
Sadat and a subsequent failed 
attempt to overthrow the govern- 
ment. 

Abdul Ghani was tried and 
acquitted in the coup attempt. 
Since the trial, police have de- 
tained him six times in different 
investigations. 

Police sources said Abdul 
Ghani escaped from a closed 
police truck while en route to Al 
Minya, a provincial capital south 
of Cairo. 

The sources said Abdul Gharri 
and another suspect in the Mah- 
joub killing, Ramadan Gomaa 
Abdul Fattah, were in the truck 
with 14 detainees in other cases. 
Abdul Ghani had been taken to 
Al Minya from detention in 
Cairo, where he has been since 
his arrest last October, to take 
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year-end examinations under 
guard at Al Minya university’s 
college of arts, where he is enrol- 
led. 

Two officers in charge of the 
escort detail, riding in a separate 
car, stopped the truck at Beni 
Suef, halfway between Cairo and 
Al Minya, to unload 10 prisoners, 
the sources said. 

As the officers opened the 
truck's back door, Abdul Ghani 
and Abdul Fattah jumped them 
and ran for freedom. The officers 
gave chase and caught Abdul 
Fattah, but Abdui Ghani 
escaped. The other prisoners'did 
not try to flee. 

Interior Minister Abdui Halim 
Musa, the nation's top law en- 
forcement officer, ordered police 
dragnets in the southern pro- 
vinces Al Minya and Beni Suef. 
He ordered checks on known 
Muslim extremist haunts in 
Cairo, neighbouring Giza and 
Fayoum to the south. 

Mr. Musa also suspended the 
two officers, Yousri S. Armani os 
and Tarek Rashed, and three 
lower-ranking guards for failing 
to open fire on the escapees. The 
government's Middle East News 
Agency reported they would be 
brought before a police disciplin- 
ary board. 

Shortly after Al Mahjonb’s 
slaying, authorities said Musa was 
the real target of the assassination 
by Muslim extremists. They said 
the five attackers mistook Al 
Mahjoub’s motorcade for that of 
Musa, who was scheduled to take 
the same route to his office but 
deviated at the last minute. 
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Iran rejects 
link between 
British visit 
and hostages 

NICOSIA (fc) — Ira 11 * 3 " Presi- 
dent Akbar Hashemi Rafeanjani 
Saturday dismissed any link be-. ^ 
tween a visit by a British minister 
and Western hostages held in 
Lebanon. - 

“Mrs. Lynda Chaiker’s visit to - 

Tehran has the objective of help- 
ing the Iraqi refugees. It is 
meaningless to connect that issue 
to the hostages. ... 

“We have no link with the 
hostage-taking groups nor do we - 
support them.” Tehran Radio 
quoted Mr. Rafcanjani as telling 
a group of students in the south- 
ern city of Shiraz. 

Mrs. Chalker, the minister of 
overseas development, discussed 
the plight of more than a million - 
Iraqi refugees with Iranian Fore- ^ 
ign Minister Ali Akbar Veiayati. - 

They have streamed over the 
border since Iraq put down twin 
rebellions by Kurds and Shi’ites 
last month and Tehran says it 
cannot cope without more inter- 
national aid. 

“Mrs. Chalker said she had 
come to Tehran to exchange 
views and coordinate efforts with 
Iranian officials over British aid 
to the refugees," the radio said. 

Mrs. Chalker said on Thursday 
she would seek Iran's help in 
obtaining the release of 12 hos- 
tages in Lebanon, including three 
Britons believed kidnapped by 
pro-Iranian groups. . 

The minister handed Mr.* 
Veiayati a letter from British - 
Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd. 

She said Britain, and Iran should 
work together to achieve peace in 
theGulf region. 

Mrs. Chalker is the first British + •. 
minister to visit Iran since the^r 
1979 revolution. 

Britain has sent eight tonnes of 
relief supplies for the Iraqi re- 
fugees in Iran. A further consign- 
ment of 80 tonnes is on its way. 

The national Iranian News 
Agency IRNA criticised Mrs. 
Chaiker’s remarks on the hos- 
tages, saying they showed Britain 
wanted to make political capital . 
out of a humanitarian issue. 

Before going to Iran, Mrs. 
Chalker said she had a very spe- 
cial ^message for the Tehran gov- 
ernment: 

“We are going to help you with 
the problems you have. Please - 
help us bring home those, hos- 
tages who should never have 
been take nan djee pt for so long.” 

Iran, which says it has influ- • 
ence but no control over militants 
believed to be holding the hos- 
tages, has called for the release of * 
all captives in Lebanon and the V 
freeing of several hundred Arabs 
in Israeli jails. 

Mr. Veiayati said earlier this 
month that efforts to free hostages 
bad reaches a dead end because 
the United States had not re- 
sponded positively after several 
Americans were released by their 
captors. 

Apart from the Britons, six 
Americans, two Germans and an 
Italian are believed held hostage 
in Lebanon. 

A radical Iranian newspaper 
attacked Western plans to create 
“safe havens” for Kurdish re- 
fugees in northern Iraq. 

Jomhuri Eslami said: "The 
scope of the safe havens may 
gradually expand, posing a major 
security risk. The flagrant mUit- a 
ary intervention of the U.S. in^ 
northern Iran is to create a safe 
zone to form the nucleus for a 
second Israel in the region.” 

“This would result in a new 
round of chaos, arms race and 
disorder in the region,” it said. 

The United States has sent 
troops to create sanctuaries for 
the Kurdish refugees in northern 
Iraq in a move the Baghdad 
government has denounced as 
interference. 

Iran and Turkey both have 
large Kurdish minorities which 
have campaigned for autonomy. 
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Iraq views Jordan a 
main trade outlet 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Iraq’s main 
priority is the importation of food 
and medicine as well as the in- 
stallation or repair of water puri- 
fication and power plants, and 
Jordan will be the main channel 
for such imports and will later 
become the main centre for Iraq’s 
trade exchanges, according to 
Iraqi Trade Minister Mohammad 
Mahdi Saleh. 

Quoted by Sawt A1 Shaab Ara- 
bic daily, the Iraqi minister said 
that Jordan had developed itself 
into a major import-export 
marketing centre and Iraq will 
consider the Kingdom as its main 
outlet and medium for trade with 
the foreig# markets. 

In the past, the United Arab 
Emirates served as the main cen- 
tre for the trade of Iraqi dates, 
but this centre will now shift to 
Jordan, the minister said in an 
interview with the local daily. 

According to Mr. Saleh, Iraq 
has lost up to 50 per cent of its 
strategic food supplies during the 
air raids and the subsequent 
sabotage attacks which brought 
devastation; to warehouses in 13 
govemorates.. 

He estimated the losses to Iraqi 
economy to be around $200 bil- 
lion, including $20 billion in oil 
revenues during the present year 
as Iraq will -not be able to raise 
such revenues in view of a U.N. 


trade embargo. 

“The bombing raids destroyed 
61 bridges in Baghdad and other 
dries of Iraq and the subsequent 
sabotage activities came to pur- 
sue the conspiracy on Iraq," the 
minister said. He said that the 
Iraqi government had seized 
documents proving that the inter- 
nal conspiracy was concocted 
since the fourth day of the ground 
battles and hatched by tbe Brit- 
ish, U.S. and Israeli intelligence 
services. 

The minister said that China, 
the USSR and India had adopted 
negative attitudes towards Iraq 
during the aggression because 
they boycotted Iraq economically 
and supported tbe military action 
against the Iraqi people. 

Mr. Saleh said Iraq would now 
give priority to Arab and foreign 
countries that did not take part 
in the U.S.-led military alliance 
against his country. 

Thp Jordanian economy was 
heavily dependent on trade with 
Iraq and lost SI. 2 billion in 1990 
because of the U.N. sanctions. 
Jordan was neutral during the 
crisis, but its economy was sev- 
erely damaged and the U.S.-led 
naval forces imposed a blockade 
on the Aqaba Port, hampering 
the Kingdom's import-export op- 
erations. 


Conference to tackle 
Palestine question, world 
issues, impact of Gulf war 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Palestine 
question, obstacles that impede 
concerted Arab and Islamic joint 
actions, and Islamic issues in 
Africa and Asia will be among 
the main topics to be discussed at 
a general national end Islamic 
conference to open at Khartoum, 
in Sudan, Thursday. 

Jordan is expected to be repre- 
sented by at least 10 prominent 
national political and religious 
figures, including Speaker of the 
Lower House of Parliament 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat. 

Mr. Arabiyat, who represents 
the Muslim Brotherhood move- 
ment in Jordan, will leave for the 
Sudanese capital Tuesday to take 
part in the meeting which is ex~ 
pected to last four days, accord- 
ing to the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra. 

According to - Petra, the /confer- 
ence, organised by the Sudanese 
World Council for Friendship 
Among Various Nations of the 
World will be attended by prom- 
inent world intellectuals, politi- 
cians and leaders of the Islamic 
religion in the Arab World. 

According to the agency, the 
meeting will be dedicated mainly 
to consolidating Arab-Islamic 


solidarity which .manifested' itself 
during the Gulf war so that it can 
serve as a foundation for further 
bolstering Arab-Islamic ties. 

“World issues and their impact 
on Arab and Islamic interests in 
the wake of the Gulf war, de- 
veloping a joint Arab-Islamic 
strategy to confront and deal with 
international conspiracies de- 
signed to impose hegemony on 
the Middle East and the Arab 
and Islamic countries will be 
other topics for discussion." the 
agency added. 

Petra said that the conference 
would also aim at mobilising 
world public opinion in support 
of the Palestinian people's cause 
and for the support of Islamic 
causes in Asia and Africa in the 
face of common hostile threats. 

The participants will conduct a 
thorough analysis of the Arab 
and Islamic situation with a view 
to working out joint strategies for 
the Arabs and Muslims in Middle 
East, Africa and Asia vis-a-vis 
the new world situation. 

The agency said that the con- 
ference was expected to discuss 
the Palestine problem and the 
impact of the Gulf war on the 
Palestinian cause. 


Ambassador presents 
credentials in Poland 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan's 
Ambassador to the Soviet Union 
Mohammad AJ Adwan has pre- 
sented his credentials to Poland’s 
President Lech Walesa, as a non- 
resident ambassador to Poland, 
and conveyed to Mr. Walesa 
greetings from His Majesty King 
Hussein and the Jordanian peo- 
ple. 

Mr. Walesa said at the pre- 
sentation ceremony that the Pol- 
ish people admire the King's wis- 
dom and policies which aim at 
establishing peace and security in 
the Middle East. 

During the' meeting, a general 
review of the Jordanian-Polish 
relations and ways for bolstering 
bilateral trade and economic ties 
were made, according to the Jor- 
dan News Agency. Petra. 

Earlier, the new ambassador 
held a meeting with the Polish 


foreign minister for a general 
review of world issues and Jor- 
dan’s stand vis-a-vis the Gulf 
crisis and Middle East peace 
prospects as well as ways to 
promote bilateral ties. 

Apart from the USSR and Po- 
land, Mr. Adwan also serves as 
Jordan's non-resident ambassa- 
dor to Finland. 

Jordan's newly appointed 
ambassador to Austria. Dr. 
Akram Barakat. last week pre- 
sented his credentials to Austrian 
President Kurt Waldheim and 
conveyed greetings from His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

Dr. Waldheim voiced his coun- 
try's deep satisfaction with the 
excellent ties between his country 
and Jordan and expressed hope 
that these ties would witness con- 
tinued development in all fields. 


Union chief dies 


RUSEIFA (J.T. ) — The body of 
the late Mohammad Ismail, 
chairman of the Central Council 
of the Federation of Jordanian 
Labour Unions, who died Friday, 
was laid to rest here and die 
funeral was attended by repre- 
sentatives of various workers un- 
ions in the country. 

Mr. Ismail, who died at the age 
of 45 in Ruseifa, was bom in the 
village of Dura A1 Qareh, near 
Ramallah in the occupied West 
Bank where he later joined the 
local workers union before mov- 
ing on to Ruseifa where he also 
joined the labour union. Mr. 
Ismail was elected member of the 
federation's Executive Commit- 
tee, which groups representatives 
of 17 workers unions in Jordan, 
before assuming the post of chair- 
man of the Central Committee. 

Hie late Ismail represented the 



Mohammad Ismail 

federation in the Social Security 
Corporation's board meetings 
and lectured at the Workers Edu- 
cational Institute. He also repre- 
sented the federation in several 
workers' conferences in Jordan, 
the Arab World and foreign 
countries. 


Traffic picks up slowly, yet it has only 
reached half the before August mark 

Aqaba strives to reach 
pre-war level activities 


By Rana Sabbagh 

AQABA (R) — Jordan hopes 
its moribund Red Sea port of 
Aqaba will spring to life once 
U.N. sanctions against Iraq are 
lifted but it may not have the 
labourers to handle a surge in 
shipping. 

Shippers say traffic is slowly 
picking up but is still only 
about half what it was before 
Iraq invaded Kuwait last Au- 
gust. 

Before the Gulf crisis and 
the LLN.embargo. around 70 
per cent of cargo handled 
through Aqaba went to Iraq, 
which has limited sea outlets. 

Most of Aqaba's Egyptian 
and Syrian labourers left dur- 
ing the Gulf crisis. Shippers say 
productivity has fallen because 
the Jordanians who took over 
are not used to the tough con- 
ditions. 

“This will form a real danger 
if many ships arrive at the same 
time because it will delay their 
unloading and in such a case a 
congestion surcharge could be 
imposed,” one shipper said. 

Tawfiq Kawar. head of Jor- 
dan's Shipping Association, 
told Reuters war-risk insur- 
ance premiums for the Gulf are 
almost back to their pre-crisis 
levels. 

But allied searches of ships 
in the Tiran Strait, south of 
Aqaba, to check for com- 
pliance with Lhiited Nations 
embargo, are causing delays 
and discouraging many from 
coming back. 

Foreign Minister Taher AI 


Masri discussed the inspections 
with U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker in Geneva last 
week. 

“Mr. Baker showed extreme 
understanding of the negative 
consequences the inspection is 
having on the economy and 
transport sector and promised 
to study the matter and do 
something about it," a govern- 
ment source said. 

Iraq this month accepted a 
U.N. resolution formally en- 
ding the Gulf war. In return, 
the U.N. Sanctions Committee 
partially lifted some trade res- 
trictions allowing Baghdad to 
resume imports of food and 
other civilian needs. 

Jordan says it is fully com- 
plying with sanctions against 
Iraq, once its biggest export 
market, at a huge cost to itself. 

The United States on 
Wednesday denied a report in 
London's Financial Times 
newspaper that it allowed the 
shipment of military spare 
parts to Jordan until just be- 
fore the outbreak of the Gulf 
war in January. 

The White House said the 
U.S. government had investi- 
gated whether Iraqi front com- 
panies operating in Jordan 
were violating sanctions 
against Iraq but found no evi- 
dence to that effect. 

The U.N. has said the Gulf 
crisis cost this impoverished 
desert Kingdom at least $1.2 
billion in 1990. 

About 55.000 Jordanian 
workers and their families 


were badly affected by the 
stoppage of activity at the port. 

“As far as general cargo 
ships and container vessels are 
concerned, there has been only 
a small improvement,'’ one 
shipping agent said. “Once 
giant container liners start 
coming back to Aqaba we can 
say the situation is back to 
normal," he added. 

The first post-war Iraqi im- 
ports of rice, sugar and wheat 
flour are due to arrive in 
Aqaba later this month. 

Only 43 cargo ships docked 
at the port in January this year, 
compared to 127 in January 
last year. In February. 51 cargo 
ships reached Aqaba, com- 
pared to 120 in February 1990. 

The ships are mainly car- 
rying major Jordanian exports 
such as cement, phosphates, 
potash and fertilisers. 

In 1990. Aqaba handled 
around 15.5 million tonnes of 
cargo, compared with 19 mil- 
lion in 1989 and 20.1 million in 
1988. 

Each tonne of goods 
reaching the port contributes 
an average of $37 to the gross 
national product, said Akef 
Abu Tayeh, Aqaba Port Cor- 
poration deputy director. 

The port, one of Jordan ’r 
main sources of income, in the 
past provided a net revenue of 
$44 million a year. 

Iraq was almost totally de- 
pendent on Aqaba during its 
1980-1988 war with Iran, using 
it to export much of its oil and 
to import the bulk of its food, 
commercial and arms needs. 


Tanning company makes profit, 
plans to increase production 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Despite the 
recession of the past year, largely 
brought about by the Gulf crisis, 
the Jordan Tanning Company 
(JTC) made JD 600.000 in profits 
by selling tanned leather and 
finished products.to. foreign mar- 
kets, according to the company's 
General Director Talal Al Ghaz- 
zawi. 

“Last year the company sold 
products worth JD 3 million, of 
which 41 per cent went to foreign 
and Arab countries,’’ Mr. Ghaz- 
zawi said in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

“The company sells semi- 
finished and various types of 
finished foreign makes,” said Mr. 
Ghazzawi. 

But Mr. Ghazzawi complained 


that the continued importation of 
foreign made shoes has a negative 
effect on the company's opera- 
tions and is bound to weaken the 
leather industry in Jordan. 

“We have been struggling to 
meet the needs of the local mar- 
kets for leather for the manufac- 
ture of shoes, bags etc. over the 
past 30 years, but we are still 
facing this strong competition 
from the foreign shoes imported 
by Jordanian merchants.” Mr. 
Ghazzawi added. 

“The JTC, which was estab- 
lished in 1957. started production 
in 1962 on a limited scale, but 
thanks to .the continued en- 
deavours of the workers last year, 
it witnessed an increase in exports 


ICRC convoy leaves for Iraq; 
teams survey situation in north 

AMMAN ( T T \ — A larpp Ttller- Hf*U<rotirwi uihirK qIatia f*nmnrrc. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A large Inter- 
national Committee of tbe Red 
Cross (ICRC) relief convoy con- 
sisting of 33 vehicles. 2 landcruis- 
ers and 31 trucks leaves Amman 
today. Most of the vehicles (27 in 
number) carry various items for a 
"cajnp module" intended for 
30,000 to 40,000 people. 

The otber trucks transport: 20 
tonnes of chlorine (for water 
purification), 15 tonnes of diesel 
fuel, 8 tonnes of gasoline and 4 
tonnes of kerosene. 

Yesterday, April 20, 16 trucks 
left Amman, carrying: 160 tonnes 
of rice, 10 tonnes of cement, 
34,450 blankets and 4,060 units of 
kitchen set s. 

All these relief items are in- 
tended for various regions of the 
country, especially for tbe north- 
ern part, where ICRC has recent- 
ly launched a massive relief op- 
eration. ' 

More than 260 ICRC dele- 
gates, medical staff, sanitation 
and logistic personnel are work- 
ing in different countries for 
assistance and protection activi- 
ties. 

The ICRC delegation in Am- 
man is very much involved as a' 
logistic rear base for the Baghdad 


delegation, which alone compris- 
es more than 80 personnel. 

In Iraq, the five ICRC medical 
teams provide medicines and 
medical supplies to hospitals and 
medical facilities while assessing 
the situation related to diseases 
caused by unsafe drinking water. 

There is one sanitation en- 
gineer assigned to each medical 
team. More than 330 tonnes of 
medicines, medical supplies and 
equipment have arrived and been 
distributed in Iraq. An additional 
260 tonnes of medical material to 
combat epidemic diarrhoeal dis- 
ease arrived in Baghdad on April 
14. 

A total of 40 ICRC sanitation 
engineers and technicians are 
working to purify and distribute 
potable water in Iraq, National 
society personnel involved in this 
operation come from Algeria, 
Austria, Australia, Finland, Ger- 
many, Iceland, Italy, New Zea- 
land, Norway, Spain, Sweden 
and Switzerland. 

The following operations are 
under way: 

—Two ICRC mobile water 
purification units are producing 
potable water which is stored in 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Shbeifat in Cairo 

AMMAN (Petra) — Lower House of Parliament 
member Leith Shbeilat left Amman for Cairo 
Saturday to take part in a seminar on the Gulf 
crisis and its aftermath due to start there Sunday. 
The seminar, which is organised by the Arab Unity 
Studies Centre,, mil last for three days. Mr. 
Shbeilat will then visit Sudan to attend a popular 
Arab-Islamic conference organised by the Interna- 
tional Popular Friendship Council in Sudan, to 
’start on April 25. The Islamist deputy will deliver 


speeches at the two gatherings and will review the 
consequences of the Gulf war in the Arab region. 

JUST in Damascus 

RAMTHA (Petra) — President of the Jordan 
University of Science and Technology (JUST) Dr. 
Kamel Ajlouni left for Damascus Saturday at the 
head of a delegation comprising several faculty 
deans. Dr. Ajlouni said that his visit came within 
the framework of cooperation between JUST and 
the Syrian universities. ~ 


Ministry's programme 
to revive tourism sector 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Tourism is launching a wide- 
scale programme to revive the 
tourism industry in Jordan in the 
wake of the Gulf war which was 
responsible for a great deal of 
damage to the national economy. 

Ministry's Secretary General 
Nasri Atallah told the Jordan 
Times that his office had pre- 
pared an unprecedented prog- 
ramme for a 40-member group of 
journalists, tour operators, and 
tourism writers, representing 35 
different tourism offices around 
Europe, who will be arriving Sun- 
day. 

During the week-long tour of 
Jordan's archaeological sites, 
which include the ancient cities of 
Petra. Jerash, Um Qais, the 
Dead Sea and Aqaba, among 
others, the group members will 
be oriented on the tourist attrac- 
tions of the Kingdom, Mr. Atal- 
lah said. 

The group members, who will 
be received by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor and will hold meet- 
ings with Jordanian Tourism 
Ministry officials to discuss their 
mission, would be guests of the 
Ministry of Tourism which is now 
gearing up for further activities to 



Nasri AtaJlah 

stimulate the tourism industry. 
Mr. Atallah added. 

On April 27, a Finnish group of 
tourists, writers and journalists 
will be arriving in Amman, and 
on May 10, 120 Italians will come 
on what Mr. Atallah called a 
peace tour of the Kingdom. 

Both the Finns and the Italians 
will be taken around the country 
so as to include its archaeological 
and tourist sites in their writings 
and to promote tourism industry 


in the country. 

“At the same time the ministry 
is involved in preparing other 
programmes, posters, booklets 
and leaflets featuring the tourist 
attractions in the Kingdom and in 
a bid to promote the tourism 
industry" Mr. Atallah added. 

"The programme is being laun- 
ched now that the war has ended 
and tbe various airlines are mak- 
ing a comeback to Jordan,” said 
Mr. Atallah. 

In an earlier interview, Mr. 
Atallah estimated Jordan’s loss of 
income, due to the war, at $250 
million and noted that the coun- 
try's hotels had. at one time, to 
lay off three quarters of their 
employees because of poor busi- 
ness. 

Mr. Atallah also said that Jor- 
dan would next month display its 
artifacts in the city of Liverpool, 
in England, and probably in 
France, later on, in a bid to boost 
Jordan’s tourism industry. 

Mr. Atallah said that these 
programmes were designed to 
brighten Jordan's tourist image 
abroad and to erase all the nega- 
tive aspects which severely 
affected to tourism industry dur- 
ing the Gulf crisis. 



Four charred fo death 
in car accident 


by 17 per cent over the previous 
year,” Mr. Ghazzawi said. 

The JTC has worked out plans 
to invade European markets fol- 
lowing Mr. Ghazzawi's general 
tour which took him to Germany. 
Belgium and Sweden: He said. , 
that he had inspected the leather 
and tanning industries in these 
countries and found very good 
prospects for exporting Jordanian 
leather to them. 

The company, he said, is at the 
same time concentrating its 
efforts to modernise its machin- 
ery and equipment in order to 
boost production and improve 
the quality of the finished leather 
products. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A car acci- 
dent which occurred at dawn 
Saturday resulted in the death of 
four young Jordanians and the 
total destruction of their vehicle 
which was engulfed by fire. 

The Civil Defence Department 
(CDD), whose teams rushed to 
the scene of the accident, near 
the Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCC), gave the names of the 
four dead people as Hisham Jamil 
Abdul Jabbar (26), Saher Yousef 
Asaad Arafat (22), Abdul Rah- 
man Abdullah Saeed (24) and 
lyad Tayseer Abdul Rahman 
( 21 ). 

The accident took place at one 
after midnight, along the main 
road passing in front of the 
(RCC), with the Audi car and its 


four occupants heading at light- 
ning speed towards the King Hus- 
sein Youth City. 

According to Brigadier Deeb 
Maani, CDD deputy director for 
operations who led his teams to 
the scene of the accident, the 
driver seems to have lost control 
over the vehicle as be was nego- 
tiating a turn of the road and die 
car was hurled across the street 
hitting the divider, a bus stop and 
the pavement on the other side 
with such violent force that 
the fuel tank burst into flames. 
The fire soon engulfed the whole 
vehicle making it impossible for 
any of its occupants to escape. 

He said that the fire completely 
burned the bodies of the. four 


men beyond recognition, and it 
took CDD teams nearly four 
hours to put out the fire and to 
extract the bodies from the burnt 
out car. 

According to Brig. Maani, the 
CDD team took only four mi- 
nutes to reach -the scene of the 
accident, but then it was too late 
to do anything as the car was 
ablaze. 

The CDD, Brig. Maani added, 
used oxyacetylene flames to cut 
open the metal sheets of the 
doors in order to extract the 
bodies. 

Brig. Maani appeals to all driv- 
ers to cany fire extinguishers and 
first aid kits in their cars at all 
times. 


plastic bags for use in hospitals. 
As of April 13, more than 
1,000,000 litres of purified water 
in bags had been distributed to 28 
hospitals in Baghdad, to hospitals 
in Karbala and Najaf and to 
schools and 67 social institutions. 
A third mobile water purification 
unit is operating in Basra. The 
fourth mobile water purification 
unit is producing 400,000 litres 
per day. 

— Twenty water trucks (capac- 
ity 12,000) transport the potable 
water to storage tanks. The tanks 
are located in the most affected 
urban areas. An additional 10 
water trucks will arrive soon and 
40 more water trucks have been 
mobilised. 

— The ICRC purchased six 
mobile water purification units 
(capacity 150,000 litres per day); 
they wfli arrive soon in Baghdad. 

ICRC teams carried out sur- 
veys in northern Iraq. One ICRC 
team went as far as Kani Masi at 
the Iraqi -Turkish border. The 
ICRC has authorised access to 
the civilian population through- 
out the country. A first relief 
convoy has already been dis- 
patched to the north of Iraq. 


SSC benefits 200,000 
over past ten years 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Social 
Security Corporation (SSC) has 
spent JD 78.5 million on com- 
pensation and medical treate- 
ment for its beneficiaries since 
1980, when the corporation came 
into existence, according to SSC 
Director General Mohammad A] 
Saqqaf. 

He said that a total of 201,002 
people benefitted from these ser- 
vices over the past decade, plus 
10,729 citizens who receive 
monthly pensions totalling JD 
751,000 per month. 

“The SSC offers lump sum 


. compensation to all those leaving 
the country or going on retire- 
ment, but also offers Jordanians 
the option of receiving pension in 
accordance with a scale and their 
salaries, for which they had been- 
paying premiums,” Mr. Saqqaf 
said. 

“Since the application of the 
SSC law, a total of 129,137 
citizens, Jordanians and fore- 
igners benefitted from such com- 
pensation which cost the SSC JD 
47 million so far,” Mr. Saqqaf 
added. 

“The SSC takes charge of 


medical treatment of any worker 
if he suffers an occupational in- 
juiy, paying for the medical care 
and per diem compensation. So 
far, a total of 61.236 workers 
were cared for in this manner 
over the past 11 years," Said Mr. 
Saqqaf. 

According to Mr. Saqqaf, the 
SSC deals with nearly 700 occu- 
pational injury cases on a month- 
ly basis in all sectors. 

Since SSCs inception, in 1980, 
a total of 590,000 beneficiaries 
have been covered by the cor- 
poration’s law. . 


ANUNCIO 

Embajada de Espafta 

La Embajada de Espana tiene el gusto de informar al 
publico que la Cancilleria de esta Representation se 
trasiadarO prOximamente a los nuevos locales segun 
aparece reflejado en el piano. 

Durante este periodo, la Embajada permanecerO cerra- 
da, reanudado sus actividades a partir del 24 de abril. 
Los nuevos numeros de telOfono: 614166 y 614170 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

SPANISH EMBASSY 

The Spanish Embassy has the pleasure to inform the 
public that this Mission will move to its new premises as 
appears on the map. 

During this period the Embassy will close to resume its 
activities as of the 24th of April. 

The new telephone numbers are: 614166 & 614170 
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Testimony of 2 days 

IT MAY be too early to draw conclusions from U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker’s talks with His Majesty 
King Hussein yesterday, and with Palestinian representa- 
tives and Israeli leaders earlier on. But making two or three 
observations appears inescapable for us. 

In their remarks to the press after their meeting, both His 
Majesty and Mr. Baker sounded satisfied and encouraged 
by their talks. They agreed that the discussions were 
productive and useful. A similar note was struck by Faisal 
Husseini and his group following their meeting in Jerusalem 
with the secretary of state, who in turn confirmed that some 1 
progress was actually made with the Palestinian representa- 
tives. 

At the same time the American and Arab sides expressed 
satisfaction with their talks, the Israelis stayed silent. 
Neither they nor the U.S. delegation had any positive 
comment to make after many hours of dialogue. 

What this means, we do not know for sure. Mr. Baker is 
continuing his mission in the area, and he ma y be waiting 
for 3 word or some kind of response from Israel. For that we 
will have to wait and see. 

In the meanwhile, it is hard not to observe that whereas 
the .Arabs are keen to start a meaningful peace process 
based on international legitimacy and U.N. resolutions, 
Israeli leaders do not hide their reluctance to make the 
necessary concessions, small as they may be at this stage, to 
start negotiations which they themselves have demanded for 
years. First, they will not yield on the issue of European 
participation in the proposed peace conference, whatever its 
name is. Then they go along with the Sharon doctrine of 
establishing more Jewish settlements on Arab lands, which 
they know to be illegal and a big obstacle to peace. And to 
top it all, the Israelis continue to insist on choosing their 
enemy, refusing to sit with the PLO or delegates, designated 
by the organisation, even with Palestinians having dual 
addresses or deportees. 

There are certain, easy conclusions the secretary of state 
might be reluctant to make: ‘What rye* have outlined, 
however, are observations that can hardly escape the 
attention of Mr. Baker and fellow American leaders in 
Washington and of other people elsewhere. 

In light of what is happening today and the experience of 
the past, it is up to the Bush administration to discern Arab 
and Israeli attitudes to see just who stands obstacle to peace. 
Whether Mr. Baker chooses to admit it or not, he in the end 
will have to pass judgement on who and what is impeding 
progress towards settlement of the Palestinian problem and 
the .Arab- Israeli conflict. Should the secretary take a look 
today, he would no doubt conclude that it is not the Arab 
side that is blocking the road to peace. At the least, his effort 
over the past 48 hours will testify to that. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

VERY LITTLE leaked out from the Baker-Shamir talks Friday, 
but what has come out of the talks underlined two important 
\iews in Israel's strategy: No Palestinian from the Jerusalem area 
should he involved in talks over Palestine, and there should be no 
United Nations sponsorship of any talks on the Middle East 
question. At Ra'i daily said Saturday. The paper said that these 
pre-conditions were sufficient to undermine the whole American 
plan before it is given a chance to see the light. Excluding 
occupied Jerusalem and its Palestinian people from the negotia- 
tions clearly means that Israel holds on to its annexation of the 
Holy City regardless of U.N. Security Council resolutions 242 and 
338. which Baker is reportedly trying to implement, and a 
consecration of occupation of territory by force, the paper noted. 
It said that Israel's demand that the United Nations should be 
excluded from the peace process means that Shamir does not want 
to see council resolutions implemented. This clearly reflects 
Israel's lack of concern over pence and stability and its continued 
drive to avoid the prospect of having to succumb to the will of the 
international community. By maintaining the no-war/no-peace 
situation in the area. Israel will not only continue to blackmail the 
Americans into providing it with financial and military assistance, 
but it also hopes to continue to have a free hand in establishing 
Jewish settlements on Arab lands, the paper said. Such an 
attitude, which is clearly hostile to international legitimacy and 
world peace and security, does not absolve the United States from 
its duty to see to it th3t right und legitimacy are established, and 
its responsibility to deal with the problems of the region on equal 
footing with other issues so that peace and security can be 
established 

Commenting on a decision by a cabinet minister to separate male 
from female employees in his department, a columnist in Sawt A1 
Shaab daily says that by so doing the minister is treating people 
like slaves or workers in his own Farm. Salameh Ekour questions 
the wisdom behind such a move which, he says, is totally isolated 
from ail other public and private establishments in the Kingdom. 
The writer points out that male and female employees mingle in 
public transport and other public places and their working 
together in offices has been most beneficial for the members of 
the public — males or females — visiting government depart- 
ments all the time on business. Should separating males from 
females in government offices be generalised, then each depart- 
ment would require separate male and female heads of sections 
and administrative areas and probably male and female ministers 
for that matter, says Ekour. Should separation involve public 
transport separate cars and buses will have to be made available; 
and both measures would cost the country a fortune which it 
cannot afford and which can lead no where except further 
complications, he argues. Are these the rules of Sharia (Islamic 
law)? And if so, they should be applied to all sectors with no 
exception, and in doing so all members of the public should be 
first convinced of its feasibility and benefit, the writer adds. 
Ekour says the time has come the men to stop considering women 
as mere slaves whose duty does not exceed the limits of cooking, 
raising children and entertaining men. 


Jordan’s economy — boom or bust 


THOSE WHO have reasons to be unfriendly to Jordan and harm 
its economy take one of two extreme views in their evaluation of 
the Kingdom's current economic situation. Part of these claims that 
Jordan's economy never had it so good, it is booming. The other 
part looks at the same set of facts but concludes that the economy is 
at the verge of collapse under the impact of the Gulf crisis. 

The purpose of the first extreme viewpoint is to deny Jordan 
Arab and foreign aid and. to urge creditors to put more pressure on 
Jordan to extract some of its foreign exchange earnings. The purpose 
of the opposite extreme viewpoint is to raise doubts regarding the 
future viability of the Jordanian economy and its ability to recover 
and survive. 

The truth is not in one extreme or the other. The Jordanian 
economy did actually face difficult circumstances and was hit by the 
Gulf crisis m many ways, especially the loss of Arab aid . expatriates 
remittances, exports, tourism and transit activities. However, the 
Jordanian economy proved itself to be resilient and able to adjust, 
stand the most difficult times and provide the basic needs of the 
people. The Jordanian economy does not have surpluses to enable 
the country to do without external aid. or to resume servicing its 
heavy debts. 

Evaluation of the Central Bank's reserves in the form of gold and 
foreign currencies is also subject ro the two extreme judgments. 
Some analysts argue that Jordan's reserves are too shallow, that 


the current stability of the exchange rate of the Jordan dinar is only 
a temporary phenomenon, and that the domestic markets will soon 
experience acute shortage of imported commodities. 

When officials try to say that the level of reserves is rather 
healthy and much better than any time in four years, other analysts 
would read too much into these pronouncement to conclude that 
Jordan does not need to.be aided and that repayment of foreign 
debts should be resumed immediately. 

The same contradicting extremist positions can also be found in 
assessing the extent of poverty among the Jordanian population. A 
study by some United Nation agencies such as UNICEF indicated 
that one third of Jordan’s population are now under the line of 
poverty against one fifth before the Gulf crisis. 

The purpose of dramatising the extent of poverty may have the 
good intention of attracting more donations to help mothers and 
children in needy families, but some foreign journalists used the 
LTNICEF rough estimate out of its context to undermine the social 
record of the regime. The line of poverty in a given country is 
relative. Perhaps more than one third of the Jordanians live below 
the line of poverty as determined by European and American 
standards, but no so by Third World standards. 

Jordanian officials have to blame themselves for exaggerating the 
damages suffered due to the Gulf crisis, such as claiming that SO per 
cent of the GNP was knocked off overnight. This understandably 


caused some otherwise honest observes to think 
ecorrornywas going under in total collapse. Other officials have 3Bo 
™e themselves for claiming .ha, the I « «ceU™ ■ 

which caused some creditors to knock the d«m k is 

The level of foreign reserves owned by the central 
definitely good in comparison with its level two vearsago. 
net position was negative. The current net reserves can finance 
Jordan^ normal floJTi rf imports of two months, which is not tad 
but still insufficient. In Jordan’s arcu instances of huge and acute 
deficit in the balance of trade Jordan shouldmmnt^n resen^ 
equivalent to at least six months of imports to si^re satety ana 
fine-tune the ups and downs in an environment of extreme 

U ^e^ntral Bank scored a remarkable success in rebuilding the 

depleted foreign reserves out of scratch. This was an achievemcn 

in comparison with below-zero reserves in 1988/1989. but 

still a long way to go before the Central Bank can rest assured of 

continued stability. . _ . , 

It is not in our interest to exaggerate the financial strength or 
weakness of Jordan. Both overstatement and understatement are 
harmful. U is much better to stick to the facts. Only the objective 
facts to serve the Jordanian economic interests and support public 
confidence. The facts indicate that the Jordanian economy is well 
managed, but it needs continued external aid injections for years to 
come and deserves substantial relief of debts. 


A world beyond order and control 


By Theo Sommer 

WAS IT only last year that 
George Bush proclaimed bis New 
World Order. And only at the be- 
ginning of March that the victo- 
rious president told a cheering 
U.S. Congress that the Gulf war 
for the liberation of Kuwait had 
been the “first test" of this “new 
world corning into view"? Barely 
six weeks sufficed to shatter the 
vision. 

The New World Order, if it 
ever had much of a chance, came 
to naught on the chilly mountain 
slopes of northern Iraq. It lost its 
moral underpinning when the 
Kurds were callously left to Sad- 
dam Hussein's slaughter squads. 
The Gulf war had been mounted 
'in order to uphold principle — 
the principle that international 
borders are inviolable and aggres- 
sion must not stand. But when 
Saddam trampled the basic hu- 
man rights of the Kurdish people 
underfoot, leaving them only the 
choice between facing death or 
suffering exile, between genocide 
or expulsion, the self-appointed 
guardians of principle studiously 
looked the other way. 

This saddening triumph of 
selective morality revealed the 
Kuwait campaign for what- it had 
been, all alpng: an unabashed 
exercise in national self-interest, 
•only thinly veiled by invocations 
of principle. The misery of the 
Kurds elicited no comparable re- 
sponse: principle not enshrined in 
cold calculations of self-interest is 
a waif. 

This is hardly anything new. In 
fact, it has been the hallmark of 
all world orders since time im- 
memorial. Expediency rules, and 
most of the time it rules out moral 
considerations. This is the way 
things are. Perhaps it is the way 
they will always be. But the des- 
cent from last January's moral 
high ground to the moral morass 
of March was soberingly precipi- 
tate. The new dispensation en- 
visioned by George Bush could 
not survive the tumble. 

There is no use shedding too 
many tears over its sudden de- 
mise. From the time the New 
World Order was first proc- 
laimed, it was a thoroughly 
flawed concept- It was based on 
the expectation that, after the 
Soviet arch-enemy bad obligingly 
dropped out of the race, the cold 
war would more or less go on. 
albeit from now on without a 
specific focus — with the United 
States riding high, exercising a 
sort of unipolar hegemony after 
40 years marked by an American- 
Soviet duopoly; Europe and 
Japan acquiescing in even hailing, 
Washington's leadership, if not 
dominance: the United Nations 
gladly dancing to the tune of the 
American piper (never mind that 
he had not bothered paying his 
dues for quite some time); and 
the turbulent Third World willy- 
nilly submitting its controversies 
and conflict to U.S. arbitration. 

The unspoken assumption was 
that American military power, 
while considerably reduced after 
the end of the cold war, would 
serve as the ultimate arbiter; that 
the industrial democracies would 
share the financial burden of such 
arbitration; and that the develop- 
ing countries, in the absence of 
another world power to look to 
for help, would by and large be 
happy to conform to the views of 
the only remaining superpower. 

The flaws of this concept were 
obvious from the beginning. 
There cannot be such a tiling as 
unipolar hegemony- America 
may feel a disproportionate re- 
sponsibility to lead, but even its 
allies will not always and every- 
where feel inclined to follow. The 
United Nations is still a far cry 
from a world organisation cap- 
able of acting under its own 
steam; but as it gradually gets its 
act together it is a safe bet that it 
will be less and less disposed to 
take its cues from White House 
cue cards. Maintaining or restor- 


ing “order" all over a globe 
seething with friction and strife 
will be beyond the power of any 
single player on the international 
stage (most probably even 
beyond the powers of a United 
Nations functioning the way it 
was originally meant to function) . 
Nobody can police the world 
alone any longer. 

At any raze, we are rapidly 
movihg from the tenitorial- 
miiitary-political age into an 
economic-finandal-technological 
age. The yardstick by which we 
measure the prowess of nations is 
inexorably changing. The United 
States, due to its economic, 
budgetary and societal shortcom- 
ings, is bound to lose political 
and. ultimately, also military 
clout. All the others stand to 
make relative gains. 

The Gulf war does not disprove 
this analysis. It was a last pro- 
tuberance of the cold war, by no 
means a herald of things to come, 
a paradigm of the future. Henry 
Kissinger rightly called the anti- 
Iraq alliance “an almost 
accidental combination of cir- 
cumstances unlikely to be repe- 
ated.” It is vastly exaggerated, 
then, to depict the war against 
Iraq as the “defining moment’ of 
the post-cold war epoch. It was 
nothing of the tort. It shook the 
world, and the tremors can still 
•be. felt. But in’ jhe* last analysis it 
was a sideshow of secondary im- 
portance. 

The most significant event of 
the past few years was the end of 
communism and the dismantling 
of what used to be the Iron 
Curtain. The Western democra- 
cies had devoutly wished for this 
to occur, had passionately hoped 
for the overthrow of the Yalta 
Order, and had shouldered great 
burdens to bring it about. 

Now that it has finally hap- 
pened, it must be the primary 
task of all Europeans to help the 
two long-divided halves of 
Europe grow together again. 
Liberty, prosperity and stability 
for Eastern Europe are the goals. 
The reality of freedom must not 
be greyer than the dream of 
freedom used to be. If the newly 
liberalised countries east of the 
old dividing line sank into chaos 
and destitution, the affluent part 
of the continent could not long 
enjoy the riches and the tran- 
quillity it found after the Second 
World War. So it is in Eastern 
Europe that the central drama of 
our age is being staged. 

After 75 years of incessant 
European civil war, malting the 
Old War whole again and, to 
boot, safe for democracy every- 
where is the greatest challenge of 
our time. Here we can build a 
truly new order, not in the sands 
of the Arabian desert. The "de- 
fining moment'’ of the epoch: 
that was the glorious year of 
1989. when Eastern Europe shed 
its shackles. And the proving 
grounds of the future order — 
they lie right next to us, not in 
distant climes. 

When north German mer- 
chants pressed Bismarck to join 
in the scramble for Africa during 
die 1880 $, he long resisted their 
importuning: “Your map of Afri- 
ca looks very nice. But my map of 
Africa lies in Europe. Here is 
Russia, and here is France, and 
we are in the middle. That’s my 
map of Europe!” The world has 
changed since then: global inter- 
dependence inhibits the kind of 
detachment evinced by the Iron 
Chancellor's dictum that Bulgaria 
was “not worth the bones of a 
single Pomeranian musketeer." 
Yet when it comes to setting 
priorities. Western Europe might 
well be adivised to take a leaf out 
of Bismarck’s book. Our Near 
East lies immediately beyond the 
Elbe, and our Middle East begins 
at the Bug. 

The Gulf war was not the seminal 
event giving shape and direction to 
the future. The trends likely to mark 
the final decade of the 20th century 
were visible much earlier — and they 


will neither be deflected nor over- 
whelmed by the aftermath of our 
recent Oriental preoccupations. They 
were, first , the sustained effort to 
forge the European Community into 
“a more perfect union;" second, the 
impetus to take advantage of progres- 
sive detente to bring Eastern Europe 
into the fold; third, the endeavour to 
put Europe's relations with both the 
United States and the Soviet Union 
on a less threat-ridden basis; fourth, 
the attempt to demilitarise world poli- 
tics by pushing for large-scale dis- 
armament; fifth, the need to meet the 
ha sic challenges of the 21st century: 
poverty in the southern pan of die 
globe, environmental degradation, 
the threat of a climate catastrophe. 

It is not easy to discern what will 
flow concretely from this new agenda. 
But if one extends the trends listed 
above to the threshold of the next 
century, a pattern emerges that devi- 
ates significantly both from the dis- 
pensation of the cold war and from 
Bush’s concept of a U.S.-centred 
New World Order. 

Europe, however haltingly, will 
continue its march toward unity. 
Deepening and widening will of ne- 
cessity go hand in hand. As the 
institutional bonds grow denser, 
membership is going to expand. 
Twenty-four or even 30 EC members 
by the year 2000 would not seem to be 
an unrealistic expectation. This num- 
ber is Likely to indude most of the 
present EFTA countries, three or. 
four East European states, perhaps 
three or four independent republics 
emerging from the break-up of 
Yugoslavia, maybe Turkey, Cyprus. 
Malta. 

To cope with the problems such a 
drastic expansion will ca u se, and to 
preserve the political finality of the 
European enterprise, an a la carte 
approach is almost inevitable. Not 
every member must assume identical 
obligations right away; only a core 
group wfl] share the commitment to 
currency union as well as to full- 
fledged political union. For some 
time to come, variable geometry will 
inspire Europe's Grand Design. 

Next, the requirements of detente 
and rapprochement. Preoccupation 
with with problems like the Gulf must 
not deflect our attention from the 
central task of the next two decades: 
helping the East Europeans escape 
from the prison of their post-war 
misery- East Germany, Eastern 
Europe, the Soviet Union — they all 
need support. While in the former 
GDR the job can be left chiefly to 
Bonn, everybody will have to chip in 
east of the Polish -Czech -Hungarian 
frontier — and “everybody" includes 
Japan, which should be seen more 
and more as an essential partner 
rather chan as a noxious rival. Prog- 
ressive affiliation of the Eastern coun- 
tries to the Community, starting with 
association and leading to full mem- 
bership, must be the ultimate objec- 
tive. 

At the same time, the end of the 
cold war facilitates, even necessitates, 
a re-ordering of Europe's relationship 
with both Washington and Moscow. 
As the military components of power 
lose their crucial importance and eco- 
nomic factors assume greater signifi- 
cance, it is imperative that Nato. 
while providing continued reassur- 
ance to its 14 European and two 
North American members, be sup- 
plemented by two things: First, other 
security arrangements under the au- 
spices of the EC or the WEU and 
second, an additional European- 
American forum geared primarily to 
dealing with economic, financial and 
commercial issues. The more die old 
military threat recedes, the more cru- 
cial win this new entity become, for it 
is in’ this field that competition and 
rivalry may engender conflict. And 
looking East, die Community cannor 
but provide venues of and avenues 
toward- co-operation with the Soviet 
Union. There are compelling reasons 
to assist Russia's arduous transition 
from failure to viability. Of course, it 
is primarily the Russians themselves 
who will have to steer through that 
narrow and difficult passage, but they 
need not only navigational assistance. 

Given the tremendous strain on 
resources everywhere, we can count 
ourselves lucky that the military ele- 
ment in world politics no longer 
constitutes the central factor, overrid- 
ing everything else. Normal times are 
here again. To be sure, we must not 
let down our guard as long as the 
irreversibility of the reform process in 
the Soviet Union is not beyond the 
shadow of a doubt. But we should pot' 
overdo the remaining threat, Ger- 
many is united, the Warsaw Pact 
dissolved. If everything goes accord- 
ing to plan, by 1995 only half a millioa 
soldiers — all Western! — will be left 
on German soil — three years ago 


there were 1-5 million (of which* 
600.000 wore Eastern uniforms). 

And we should not go shopping for 
new threats. Saddam's potential for 
evil was vastly overrated. Of the 
many lurid scenarios bandied about at 
present none is truly plausible. 

The spectre of millions of maraud- 
ing migrants, the calamity of minor 
holocausts in die Third World, the 
menace emanating from the interna- 
tional drug mafia and organised 
crime, the rising tide of Islamic fun- 
damentalism — they are hardly sus- 
ceptible to military solutions. The 
much touted global sheriff is a role 
still looking for a stage. Rapid De- 
ployment Forces may come in handy 
occasionally, but only in limited con- 
tingencies (e.g. Chad), ft is hard to 
imagine that they would ever achieve 
more significance than, say, the Fore- 
ign Legion. Restraint is the order of 
the day, not Interventionism; dis- 
armament is called for, not building 
up towards imagined new threats. 
Arms exports must be drastically re- 
duced, especially to the Third World. 

The poverty bell of the earth poses 
a stark problem. Most wars and civil 
ware of the near future are going to 
take place there; most ethnic dashes, 
too, and most violations of human 
rights. The rich North cannot prevent 
that, but it is high time for the 
democracies to stop fueling Third 
World feuds. Beyond that, refraining 
frmn unive realising every little re- 
gional- conflict and refusal to get 
. involved is probably the best course 
to follow. 

Iq most cases lopking the otberway 
instead of being sucked into remote 
quarrels does not manifest abject 
cravenness but rather a measure of 
wisdom. The countries of the North, 
having settled their own contest 
should resist the temptation once 
again to shoulder the white man's 
burden. They will have to contain the 
forces of evil rampant in the world 
but it cannot be their business to 
eradicate them for the sake of prind- 
pie. 

Principle must not be divorced 
from vital interest. Moral imperialism 
would quickly come to be perceived 
as equally hateful as the dassical 
garden variety of imperialism. The 
Third World (or rather the several 
Third World) needs development aid 
from the North, not military aid. 
meddling or pious posturing. 

Of course, a world order along 
these tines is quite unsatisfactory. It 
leaves a lot to be desired, offers no 
dearly drawn lines, does not promise 
the millennium. But we might as weU 
bow to the inevitable: The salient 
features of any new order will be a 
large measure of disorder, loose ends, 
untidy arrangements. Interventions 
— whether for moral reasons or for 
reasons of expediency — are likely to 
produce untoward results. Better to 
shore up what we have than to jump 
into the pit of open-ended foreign 
engagements. 

The lesson of the Gulf conflict is 
that you can win a war but lose the 
peace; that there are no quick fixes; 
that commitment does not make dis- 
crimination superfluous; and that 
solving one problem frequently 
means creating two new ones. Hold- 
ing one's own is one thing, estab- 
lishing order and control quite 
another. Much of the. world is beyond 
older and control. That, if anything, 
is the message of Mesopotamia. The 
Guardian. 
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New World Order 
DENIS HEALEY, Noam 
Chomsky, J.K. Galbraith, Abdel- 
rahman Munif, Eduard Shevard- 
nadze, Francis Fukuyama, Theo 
Sommer ... the seven articles 
forming the Guardian’s New 
World Order series will be pub- 
lished in booklet form, available 
soon. To order your copy send a ■ 
cheque or postal order for £3 
(payable to the Guardian) to New 
World Order, The Guardian, 119 
Faningdon Road, London EC 1 R 
3ER. 


LETTER FROM BAGHDAD 
BY HAND 


By I^awiis Andoni 

IN A KITCHEN lit only by a 
kerosene lamp, members of 
three generations of one Iraqi 
family were debating the fu- 
ture of Iraq. The grandfather, 
the mother and the daughter 
were in agreement that Sad- 
dam Hussein was responsible 
for the military defeat and had 
to go. But, like most Iraqis, the 
three found it difficult to even 
suggest an alternative leader. 

Reminiscing on the good old 
days of the monarchy, which 
ended tragically in 1958, the 
grandfather argued the country 
was full of good and qualified 
men. The mother was nostalgic 
for the old days of Baathist 
rule in Iraq — when “ideals 
and not corruption prevailed.” 
The 20-year-old daughter 
found herself at a loss. She 
knew no other model than 
Saddam and he has dis- 
appointed her. She detested 
other Arab leaders who joined 
the allies in the war against her 
country but blamed Saddam 
for the humiliation she felt. 

Bushra, as she is called, is an 
example of a lost generation 
which grew up under Baathism 
:but never really captured the 
nationalist spirit that had grip- 
ped the first generation of 
Baathists. They felt alienated 
from the system which was 
based on repression and fear. 
The nationalist slogans that 
ignited the struggle of their 
fathers in the 50s and 60s 
appeared hollow and empty, if 
not simply a means of coercion 
by the state. 

Yet the system had pro- 
vided, until the war destroyed 
everything, the people's basic 
needs — medical care, educa- 
tion ad modem infrastructure. 
Now they have suddenly to 
face the Herculean task of re- 
building a devastated country. 
“The war has taken us sixty 
years backwards. Why did we 
have to go through that war," 
complained Bushra? 

Her attitude may be typical 
of those with a similar, shel- 
tered upper class background, 
but there is also overwhelming 
despair in the poor suburbs, 
where young people, especially 
those who were at the front, 
feel crushed. Many are eager 
to leave the country. Every- 
thing they see around them is 
bleak. For nearly three months 
Baghdadis have lived without 
electricity and a serious shor- 
tage of drinking water. The 
once bustling streets were de- 
serted for weeks because of the 
continuous air raids and fuel 
shortages. Since the ceasefire, 
the Iraqi capital has become a 
city of pedestrians — and bicy- 


cles. But the collapse of the 
telecommunications and much 
of the transport system has 
separated friends and relatives 
and increased the Iraqis’ sense 
of isolation. 

The young generation 
appears to be the most in 
shock. Many feel betrayed 
both by a leader they once 
admired — if not necessarily 
loved — and by the West, 
whose civilisation — or at least 
its superficial trappings — they 
have grown to crave. But if a 
combination of long suppres- 
sion of political freedoms and 
the wave of consumerism 
which has swept Iraq over the 
last decade have produced a 
confused generation, the milit- 
ary defeat, the widespread des- 
truction and the continuing 
pressures are breaking the spir- 
it of even the intellectual elite 
which has lost faith in every- 
thing. 

“The U.S. and the West 
have no morals ... They do not 
deal with or care about peo- 
ple," said a 65-year-old Iraqi 
intellectual, “they were so ea- 
ger to destroy Saddam'... in 
the process they have des- 
troyed agnation.” When this, 
man recalled the nights when 
his home in the city shook like 
“a dofl'sbrhouse" under the 
intensive bombardment and 
how be had thought that bis 
son bad been killed at the 
front, he broke down in tears. 

But what most pains those 
who have witnessed the mod- 
em evolution of Iraq is their 
belief that there was a deliber- 
ate attempt to completely des- 
troy the country and their feel- 
ing that they bare over- 
whelmed by hostile powers 
which may not allow Iraq to 
stand on its feet again. 
Moreover, many fear that the 
absence of an enthusiastic, 
hopeful generation, which 
could lead the process of 
change and reconstruction, will 
open the way to civil war and 
foreign domination. 

The more hopeful, and their 
number seems to be increasing 
as Baghdadis see their beauti- 
ful city come gradually back to 
life, argue that Baghdad has 
been destroyed and rebuilt 
several times throughout his- 
tory. “They destroyed our city; 
they have even taken away the 
oxygen from our air (due to the 
hundreds of thousands of ton- 
nes of explosives dropped by 
the allied forces) but this is 
Baghdad. Give our people 
.time and we will be on our feet 
again," said an Iraqi poet in his 
late 70s, who had taken part in 
the struggle for independence, 
and later in the Baathist re- 
volution. 


Kuwait 


(Continued from page 1) 

ably next January at the latest, 
for parliamentary elections. 

“This cabinet is an insult to the 
Kuwaiti people,” an opposition 
activist said. “They have nothing 
to do with the people’s aspira- 
tions. Even if there were elec 
tions. they would not be elected." 

Before the new cabinet was 
announced, diplomats suggested 
it might be postponed until after a 
visit here next Monday by U.S. 
Secretary of State Janies Baker to 
head off the possiblity of demon- 
strations while he was here. 

Opposition leaders met Satur- 
day to discuss a proposed letter to 
Mr. Baker reiterating their de- 
mands for democratic reform 
They were due to met again on 
Sunday. 

Radio Kuwait said Information 
Minister Badr Jassim A 1 Yaqoub, 
Health Minister Abdul Wahab 
Sulim an Al Fawzan, Higher 
Education Minister Ali Abdulla 
Al S h a ml a n , and Communica- 


tions Minister Habib 
Shiite Muslim, kept th 

Ibrahim Al Shabeen - 
of Isa Al Shaheen, spo! 
the conservative Muslin 
hood, but not a meml 
■opposition group — w 
fnimster of-state for 
affairs. ” ~~ 

A former prosecuto; 
Ghazi Al Sanunar, be 
tice minuter. 

Among the new ft 
technocrats whose mai 
be to rebuild Kuwait. 

They included the 
Kuwait Institute for Sd< 
search (HSR), Ahmad 
who was named plann 
ter. 

Other new minister; 

Abdulla Al Jaralla, < 
minister. 

Mohammad Al Asfoi 
ter of state for housin 

Abdulla Al Qotami, 
or public works. 

Ahmad Al Adasani, 
°f elec&idty and wate 

Dhan Al Otlunan, n 
state for cabinet affair 
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Unexploded weapons 
pollution continue 
to plague Kuwait 


By Jacquelyn S. Forth 

KUWAIT CITY — Unexploded 
Iraqi weapons — mines and other 
• munitions — must be dealt with 
as quickly as possible before the 
rest of Kuwait’s exiled population 
returns home, a World Health 
Organisation (WHO) official 
says. 

Appealing to international 
community to support Kuwait in 
its efforts to overcome its massive 
pollution and weapons problems, 
Dr. Danel Taramoia noted 
March 28 that relatively few of 
the vast amounts of Iraqi muni- 
tions and weapons have been 
cleared by coalition mine- 
disposal forces despite “the 
gigantic effort" they have made. 

While the sound of constant 
pounding continues as more and 
more of Iraq's abandoned arsenal 
is systematically eliminated, the 
'.WHO official acknowledged that 
it is “technically very difficult to 
demine the whole area of 
Kuwait.” 

Although encouraged by the 
declaration by the French Daguet 
detachment that the first segment 
of a beachfront area in the capital 
is now “mine-free,” Tarantola 
pointed out that Kuwaitis who 
have been living outside of the 
country are unprepared for the 
hazards left behind by Iraqi. Un- 
exploded ordnance is killing peo- 
ple — usually children — every 
day, he noted. 

It took the French forces 
almost three weeks to dear an 
area of sand about one kilometre 
long due to the heavy concentra- 
tion of mines, booby traps, 
barbed wire, bunkers, trenches 
and obstacles. Working in various 
parts of the city, the detachment 
recovered more than 9.300 mines 
and destroyed 230 tonnes of 
ammunition. 

Tarantola, who heads WHO’s 
relief programme, acknowleged 
that a long-term effort will be 
required to eliminate the ordn- 
ance. He said he expects some of 
the coalition demolition experts 
to continue their work at least 
through the end of June. 

Dr. Michael G wynne, director 
of the Global Environment Moni- 
toring System for the United Na- 
tions environmental programme^ 
agreed, saying the. presence of 
unexploded' objects which litter 
the countryside in many places- 
will pose an environmental anti- 
social problem for some time to 
come. 


pie in different ways. 

While the current situation is 
not really dangerous Owish main- 
tained, "we don’t know what’s 
going to happen later on." He 
said long-term evaluations may 
show a possible link between the 
pollution and cancer and other 
diseases. 

Tarantola said there is no data 
to suggest that people should be 
evacuated from the country, even 
those who live very close to the 
oil fields, though he noted scien- 
tific data should be gathered to 
monitor the pollution's impact on 
the population. 

According to -Gwynne, the 
Kuwaiti air is visually polluted 
with smoke, gases and particle 
emissions. He said there are 
clearly carbon particles in the air, 
but no one knows yet about tbeir 
exact chemical composition. 

Noting that some air samples 
have been sent out of the country 
for analysis, Gwynne pointed out 
that while pollution in Mexico 
City, for example,, is largely 
generated by industry or auto- 
mobile traffic, the gas emissions 
in Kuwait present “a very diffe- 
rent scene." 

Kuwait's oil fire situation is 
“unique,” he said, with no other 
possible historical comparison. 
Gwynne, suggested that the huge 
numbers of fires could have a 
considerable impact on the other 
countries in the region. 

Although mobile laboratories 
are being set up, it mil take time 
before all their sensitive scientific 
instruments are calibrated, 
Gwynne explained, noting that 
the instruments measure in “parts 
per million.” 

Scientists know the composi- 
tion of the burning oil, be said, 
but they do not know what is 
happening to the components “in 
the burn.” At such high tempera- 
tures, Gwynne said, the com- 
pounds may be safely broken 
down, but no one knows for sure. 

Another problem, the official 
explained, is caused by the dyna- 
mic nature of the burning oil 
fields. Some well heads are under 
enormous pressure and burning 
very hot, while others are draw- 
ing up water, which alters the 
composition of the emissions. 
Gwynne said there is consider: 
“ '.hble speculation about the possi- 
ble presence of poisonous hyd- 
, rogen sulfide gas,' but, he' noted,' 
i J( there is no data to back it up. He 
stressed that facts and figures are 
needed quickly and to obtain 


While the sound of constant pound- 
ing continues, as more and more of 
Iraq’s abandoned arsenal is syste- 
matically eliminated, WHO officials 
acknowledged that it is technically 
very difficult to demine the whole 
area of Kuwait.” 


Tarantola and Gwynne spoke 
at a press conference in connec- 
tion with the work in Kuwait of a 
team of WHO specialists who are 
in the country to assess its needs 
and develop recommendations 
over the next six to 12 months. 

During that period, a mediuro- 
to-long term plan will be formu- 
lated, along with recommenda- 
tions which will be sent to the 
WHO secretary general and 
Kuwait's Ministry of Public 
Health. 

The specialists will attempt to 
determine the effect of the hun- 
dreds of burning oilwell fires on 
Kuwait's people, as well as the 
atmosphere, climate, soil, wild- 
t *5 and livestock of the entire 
Gulf region. 

Dr. Hassan Barudi, director of 
WHO’s Regional Centre for En- 
vironmental Health Activities, 
said it is essential to monitor 
“evey possible aspect" of the 
troubled environment, because 
there may be further problems 
that “we don’t know about.” He 
emphasised that “citizen parti- 
cipation" will play in important 
part in the effort. 

Dr. Ibrahim Hadi, who works 
for Kuwait’s Environmental Pro- 
tection Council and with the 
health ministry, noted that it has 
been difficult to determine the 
extent of oil pollution in adjacent 
Gulf waters because of the con- 
tinued presence of Iraqi sea 
mines. Iraq's deliberate spilling 
of oil into die Gulf and fallout 
from the oilwell fires have severe- 
ly damaged the marine environ- 
ment. 

While experts have yet to re- 
commend speical precautions for 
persons in good health, Hadi says 
those who have heart ailments or 
allergies should stay indoors on 
days when pollution levels are 
extremely high. 

Dr. Rashed A1 Owish, director 
of public health in Kuwait, said 
most of the people who are re- 
j: lrting allergy and breathing 
problems have had such symp- 
toms in the past. He also noted 
that pollutants tend to affect peo- 


them the Kuwaitis need assist- 
ance with laboratories, instru- 
ments, and transportation. 

In this regard, the United 
Kingdom is sending a special 
aircraft which can fly through .oil 
fire smoke plumes and take spe- 
cial measurements at different 
altitudes. Gwynne said this will 
enable the scientists to develop a 
smoke plume profile. 

Gwynne said scientists believe 
that the “visible portion” of the 
gas emissions has not entered the 
earth's atmosphere. The pollu- 
tion tends to be a "low-level 
phenomenon,” be said, hovering 
at an average of around 5,000 feet. 
However, be said, weather condi-' 
tions could push the cloud higher, 
and be stressed that no one 
knows if "the invisible particu- 
lates" have risen into the atmos- 
phere. 

Asked about the possible 
effects of Iraqi-generated pollu- 
tion on the global climate, Gwyn- 
ne said when the dense smoke 
could appears overhead it causes 
the ground in Kuwait to cool 
rapidiy and it does nto reheat 
unit! the cloud temporarily dis- 
perses and the sun reappears. 
While this creates a local cooling 
trend, he said, it should not have 
any effect on other parts of the 
world. 

Concerning the effects of the 
pollution on wildlife, the official 
said the team has not seen any 
deaths attributable to the ofl 
fires. But much of the country’s 
wildlife does not seem to be 
visible, he said, noting that the 
specialists have seen few birds “in 
urban Kuwait." 

The air pollution problem will 
end once the oil fires -have been ' 
extinguished. Gwynne said. But' 
he pointed out that another con- 
cern is the long-term damage 
which may have been done to 
Kuwait’s soil and vegetation, not 
only from liquid oil lakes and 
exploding mines, but from the 
-passage of massive, heavy, Iraqi 
and coalition armoured vehicles 
— U.S. Information Agency. 


Scholars see problems for post-war Middle East 


By Berta Gomez 

USIA Staff Writer 

WASHINGTON — A group of 
Middle East scholars brought 
together to discuss different 
aspects of the Gulf war and its 
aftermath held out little hope for 
a serene and prosperous post-war 
period. 

They were-also sceptical about 
the possible expansion of political 
freedoms in the region, although 
most noted the growing calls for 
democracy in several states. 

These experts participated in a 
two-day symposium sponsored by 
Georgetown University's Centre 
for Contemporary Arab Studies, 
on two of the three panels that 
held discussions on April 18. 
Three additional panels of ex- 
perts spoke on April 19. 

Making up the first panel wee 
Sham lan AI Essa, a professor at- 
the University of the United Arab 
Emirates; Bouthauia Shaaban, an 
associate professor at Damascus 
University; and Jo- Anne Hart, 
assistant professor of political sci- 
ence at Brown University. 

Tbe second group included 
Phebe Marr of the National De- 
fence University; John Duke 
Anthony, president of the 
National Council on U.S. -Arab 
Relations; and Hanu Fans, a 
fellow at the University of British 
Columbia's Institute of Asian Re- 
search. 

The most pessimistic assess- 
ment of the post-war period came 


from Mr. Jo-Anne Hart. 
Countering those who claim the 
Gulf war is “over," she noted 
that its direct consequences will 
continue to wreak havoc with the 
lives of Iraqis and their neigh- 
bours for the foreseeable future. 
“The Middle East,'’ Hart said, 
“is far worse off as a result of the 
war.” 

She described the regional eco- 
nomic fallout as overwhelming. 
Not only will the cost of repairing 
war damage be huge, but predic- 
tions of lower oil prices could 
mean that all of the Gulf states 
will see their income significantly 
reduced. 

According to Hart, those finan- 
cial constraints will be felt 
throughout the Middle East and 
the rest of the Muslim World. 

Countries that previously re- 
ceived generous foreign aid from 
the Gulf states can expect those 
payments to fall. More impor- 
tantly, there will be less money 
available to pay foreign workers 
in the Gulf region. Given the fact 
that for many Arab and Muslim 
states “those remittances account 
for their economic independ- 
ence," their loss could be devas- 
tating, Hart said. 

She added that her predictions 
were tentative and that the results 
of the Gulf war could be less 
severe, but stressed that she was 
not optimistic: “The bottom line 
on the consequences (of war) is 
that I hope we’ve seen the worst, 
but I fear that we have not.” 


In contrast, Phebe Marr’s dis- 
cussion of the situation inside 
Iraq focused much less on the 
conflict's physical damage than 
on what she called the “emotion- 
al trauma" suffered by the Iraqi 
people. 

Marr took issue with a recent 
United Nations report that de- 
scribed Iraq has havine been 
bombed back to the “pre-in- 
dustrial” age, and asserted that 
“there has been extensive dam- 
age in some areas but not in 
others.” 

She argued that if it were possi- 
ble to restart Iraq’s electricity 
grid — perhaps using generators 
— then many of the most severe 
problems facing the Iraqi people 
could be eased. Most significant- 
ly, they would be able to reopen 
water purification plants. Marr 
also claimed that reports revealed 
only “minor damage to” to Iraq's 
agricultural and light industry 
sectors. 

On the other hand, Marr stres- 
sed that “the human and social 
costs of this war are a lot higher.” 
Not only did the war reduce the 
number of bealthy young men 
available to help reconstruct Iraq, 
but “the population itself is in a 
state of trauma,” Marr said. 

Ttae massive flight of the Shi’ite 
and Kurdish refugees further 
complicates the situation in Iraq, 
and “creates a destabilising factor 
all' along (its) border,” MaiT said. 
Among other things, “It gives 
Turkey and Iran the means and 


motive to interfere.” Similarly, 
the new enclaves which will be 
protected by western forces “are 
an infringement of Iraq’s 
sovereignty... (and create) a new 
and volatile situation” in the 
country, she added. 

Although Marr claimed that 
Saddam Hussein has lost whatev- 
er popular support he may have 
had, she predicted that the most 
likely scenario is for him to re- 
main in power indefinitely. 
“Iraq’s future is at best painful,” 
she said. 

For his part, Hani . Fans sug- 
gested that one way to ameliorate 
Iraq's suffering is to “begin the 
healing process” as soon as possi- 
ble. For humanitarian reasons, as 
well as to shore up regional stabil- 
ity. he suggested that the coali- 
tion partners “should not treat 
Iraq as an outcast nation.” 

Paris also predicted that any 
extended U.S. military presence 
in the Gulf region would have 
deeply negative repercussions. 
"People will forget why the 
Americans came in the first 
place... Their presence will be 
dubbed imperialism,” he said. 

Addressing the issue in more 
general terms. Fans expressed 
concern that the creation of the 
multilateral coalition and the very 
introduction of U.S. troops into 
the Gulf region only worsened 
problems that already exist 
among Arab states. 

Some Arabs, he said, believe 
that the western and Arab allies 


exhibited a “dominant/subser- 
vieat*’ relationship during the 
war. “The Arabs lost control of 
the situation” once they invited 
the westerners in, Fans said. 

He noted that while some 
Arabs strongly support Washing- 
ton’s efforts to broker a peaceful 
settlement of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, others have misgivings. 
For those Arabs, Fans noted, the 
question is: “does the United 
States mean to apply the same, 
standard of decency elsewhere 
that it... (applied) to Kuwait?” 

Looking at a regional politics 
from a different perspective, 
John Duke Anthony focused on 
Syria, and the new role it seems 
to have carved out for itself. 

He noted that prior concents 
about Syria's role as a supporter 
of international terrorism have 
been eased — not only by its 
willingness to participate in the 
anti-Iraq coalition, but also by its 
evident interest in playing a con- 
structive role in the Arab-Israeli 
peace process. 

Moreover, Syria’s “important 
window to Iran and ongoing rela- 
tionship with the Soviet Union” 
increase its importance as a re- 
gional player, Anthony added. 

On the question of democracy, 
and the prospects for greater poli- 
tical freedom in the Gulf region, 
Shamlan AI Essa said he believed 
that the pro-demcoracy move- 
ment would not gather enough 
strength to force real change. 


However, he said there were 
dear signs of growing discontent 
' with the status quo. “Tbe failure 
of existing regimes to deal with 
the (Gulf) crisis” convinced many 
that “the only way not to have 
any more Saddam is to have more 
political participation," Essa 
Said. 

Essa acknowledged that be was 
"not very optimistic” about the 
prospects for democracy in the 
Arab World, but suggested that 
the transformation of only one 
state could be significant. A 
democratic Kuwait where 
there is “a real popular demand 
for political participation” — 
could serve as a model for other 
» states, he said. “Its success could 
lead to change in the Gulf.” 

One change in the Arab World 
that deserves more recognition, 
according to Bouthaina Shaaban, 
is the increasingly important role 
of women — especially in times 
of crisis. 

She noted that women have 
participated in the Palestinian up- 
risings that have taken place in 
the Israeli-occupied territories 
and that tbe only public protests 
held in occupied Kuwait were led 
by women. In these, as well as in 
other cases, Shaaban said, 
“women are the unacknowledged 
soldiers" of the Arab World. 

She expressed hope that the 
Gulf crisis will make possible a 
comprehensive reconsideration 
of their role. 


Aqaba talks 

(Continued from page 1) 

pluses as well as the minuses — 
and discussed ways in which we 
can, in the future, strengthen that 
relationship in an effort to try and 
bring it back to the status which it 
enjoyed in the past.” 

Answering questions, in refer- 
ence to the Gulf war. King Hus- 
sein said: “...During these 
dangerous times, wc were able to 
keep our two countries (Jordan 
and Israel) out of war... we have 
to work hard so that this window 
of opportunity (for a regional 
settlement) is not lost.” 

On the question of Palestinian 
representation in peace negotia- 
tions, the King said the Palesti- 
nian component in the Middle 
East problem “must be addressed 
by the Palestinians themselves.” 
But he left the door open for the 
settingup of a joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation provided 
Jordan is asked 1 by the Palesti- 
nians. 

“We are really looking very 
open-minded at everything,” the 
Monarch told reporters. “It’s 
been my dream and my hope to 
see an end to this tragic chapter.” 
• Asked whether Jordan was 
ready to join a peace conference. 
King said: 

“I believe that the secretary 
was kind enough to refer to our 
talks and refer to question of 
taboos. Well, personally I have 
never believed in all those that 
have passed, that these taboos 
should be an impediment to mak- 
ing real progress to the attain- 
ment of peace. I do not know 
what its name will be, will it be a 
peace conference — will it be... 
this is still something the secret- 
ary is involved in and many 
friends in the world are con- 
cerned with. I believe we should 
move away from old cliches. We 
should set our rights to ensure 
that this window of opportunity is 
not lost. And when you have a 
situation where people are people 


who have been under occupation 
for so many years and they have 
been on a regular basis have had 
to deal Israelis and meet with 
Israelis. I mean what makes one a 
better Arab sort of stay out of it 
and say that I am a better Arab 
because I am not involved? No! 
The question is not one of meet- 
ings and contacts or taboos or 
not; the question is one of re- 
sponsibility and the times ahead 
and I believe that if these were 
some of the impediments that 
have been there they should be 
removed. People should talk. 
There have been many stories 
and many suggestion about con- 
tacts and meetings but nobody 
has ever been able to say that we 
gave in to Palestinians rights. The 
Palestinian dimension has to be 
addressed by the Palestinian peo- 
ple. We will support them: We 
are talking now about a posibility 
of a conference if you want to go 
at it their own way we are ready 
fo support them; if they want to 
*' approach us to be a part of a joint 
^■delegation, if it begins with a 
conference, ends with a confer- 
ence, fine we will look at that. I 
think we have to be flexible 
enough, imaginative enough. 
There has to be a process of 
education regarding peace, both 
on the level of Palestinians and 
Israelis, the Arabs and Israelis. 
What does peace really mean? 
What does it offer this region in 
terms of the present and in terms 
of the future? So, believe me, we 
are looking very open mindedly 
at everything and we will not let if 
we can, and we suggest to others 
not to stick to old cliches and 
create obstacles. Let us join 
together in terms of trying to look 
at the future and what are our 
responsibilities are towards fu- 
ture generations and try to find 
the solutions that as responsible 
people we are here to try to 
find." 

Mr. Baker's visit was his first to 
Jordan since relations were 
strained during the Gulf crisis. 

"The talks focused on ways to 
achieve a peaceful settlement in 


the Middle East and means and 
ways to alleviate the suffering of 
the Palestinian people,” said a 
Jordanian official. 

Afterwards, Mr. Baker left 
Jordan for Cairo, third leg of his 
latest Middle East tour aimed at 
finding a middle ground between 
Arabs and Israelis. 

The Aqaba meeting was 
attended by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran, Foreign 
Minister Taher AI Masri and 
other close aides of the King. 

Palestinians 

(Continued from page 1) 

struggle is closer to a happy end. we 
have to go on believing in our cause 
and in our unity in order to make this 
optimism a reality.” 

No progress seems to have been 
made on the role of the PLO. -When 
asked about this Mr. Husseini- said 
that the U. 5 . position remains. .the 
same which is that their dialogue with 
the PLO is suspended and not termin- 
ated. When asked about the role of 
Arab Jerusalemites Mr. Husseini said 
that he an Arab Jerusalemite has 
attended every meeting with Mr. 
Baker. 

Palestinian participants were care- 
ful to qualify their statements by 
saying that they were not negotiating 
but merely involved in exploratory 
meetings. They said that they will 
relay what they heard to the PLO 
decisionmakers who alone will deter- 
mine what positions to take. The 
apparent success in the third gather- 
ing with Mr. Baker will certainly 
strengthen the position of political 
pragmatists during the Palestine Cen- 
tral Committee meetings which begin 
Saturday. 

Following is the text of a petition 
the Palestinians gave to Mr. Baker: 

Having reviewed the content and 
consequences of our previous meet- 
ings with you. as well as all other 
relevant follow-up talks and efforts, 
we would like to point out the follow- 
ing: 

While the Palestinians have de- 
monstrated a genuine commitment to 
peace through the PLO's sustained 
efforts at maintaining a positive dia- 
logue and open channels with the 
U.S-. we are still witnessing a per- 


versely obstinate and destructive 
Israeli response which is manifested 
in two ways: First. Israel persists in 
expanding and intensifying its settle- 
ment activity and its confiscation of 
Palestinian lands, while pursuing a 
policy of horrendous cruelty and rep- 
ression against the Palestinians under 
occupation. Second, Israel is impos- 
ing unacceptable conditions and con- 
straints on the peace process, thereby 
dictating its own priorities and para- 
meters as preconditions for its parti- 
cipation in the process. Both are 
capable of rendering Palestinian par- 
ticipation impossible, and are particu- 
larly subversive in that they might be 
perceived as tainting the American 
position and charged with complicity, 
or at best, with inefficacy. Unless 
these Israeli policies and measures 
are firmly checked and halted, the 
atmosphere will be poisoned with 
. hostility and mistrust, any confidence 
in the impartiality and fairness of the 
process will be totally eroded, and the 
prospects for genuine peace mil be 
seriously jeopardised. 

Of special .relevance in this context 
is the. vtoinusatibu of Palestinians in 
Kuwait — an’ issue of ’ particular 
urgency and nToraT responsibility 
which must be- solved immediately. 
We 'urge the £!-&..» administration to. 
intervene actively and forcefully to 
put an end to the detention, torture, 
killing, and expulsion of members of 
the Palestinian and other non- 
Kuwaiti communities in Kuwait. The 
political and moral- credibility of the 
U.S., especially in view of its active 
role and presence in Kuwait following 
tbe Gulf war, is at stake. A firm and 
uniform stance vis-a-vis human rights 
violations everywhere must be 
adopted and applied. Tbe plight of 
the Palestinians under occupation is 
rendered even more intolerable by 
the suffering of the Palestinians in 
Kuwait. Human rights are univeml, 
and "confidence budding measures” 
recognise no boundaries. Tbe peace 
process must be based on uniform 
standards of justice, and must be 
pursued within the framework of legi- 
timacy, comprehensiveness, and fore- 
sight. 

On tbe issue of representation, we 
uphold our right to choose our own 
legitimate l e adership and to designate 
our own credible interlocutors. Once 
again, we would like to reemphasise 
our allegiance to the PLO, our sole 
legitimate leadership, and our convic- 
tion that only the. PLO is empowered 
to represent, lead and sign agree- 


ments on behalf of all the Palestinian 
people. Any lasting, comprehensive, 
and just peace must be based on the 
recognition of this fact. 

The substance of the peace process 
must deal with the implementation of 
U.N. resolutions and tbe national 
rights of the Palestinian people, with- 
out digressing into issues of subjective 
interpretation or being made subser- 
vient to Israel’s priorities and its de 
facto exercise of domination and con- 
trol. 

The mechanism of the peace pro- 
cess in tbe U.N. sponsored interna- 
tional conference, and the compre- 
hensive integrated approach remains 
crucial to the fulfillment of the rights 
and needs of all parties involved. A 
fall and sustained European parti- 
cipation during tbe whole course of 
the process is essential for ensuring its 
success and for laying the foundations 
for enhanced regional cooperation 
and - development. 

From the outset, the issue of assur- 
ances and guarantees must be addres- 
sed and settled in order to prevent 
Israel from shifting the goalposts, 

7 carrying out . punitive measjirgij' 
against the Palestinians, violating any 
inl6rifn agreements, or sabotaging the . 
process in any other way. 

A legal frame of reference has 'to bi* 
adopted dearly and openly for die 
whole process, based on international 
legitimacy, and binding on all partici- 
pants. The Palestinian delegation 
must have recourse to a fixed legal 
reference especially in the prevailing 
conditions of asymmetry in power. In 
addition, the whole process of nego- 
tiations as well as the period of 
implementation of agreements must 
be carried out within that legal - 
framework. 

The objectives of the peace process 
require lucidity and unequivocation. 
The "land for peace” formula must 
mean an end to tbe illegal Israeli 
occupation of all the territories occu- 
pied in 1967, inducting East Jeru- 
salem, the capital of the future 
Palestinian state. Israeli withdrawal 
and the exercise of Palestinian 
sovereignty over tire liberated Palesti- 
nian lands constitute essential compo- 
nents of any genuine peace process. 
The Palestinian right to self- 
determination, the right of return, the 
right to independence and to the 
control of our own lands and re- 
sources are basic to the exercise of 
sovereignty. 

We understand the these meetings 
with yon constitute exploratory steps 


for the purpose of launching a 
genuine and effective peace process 
in the right direction and with tire 
participation of genuine representa- 
tives. They must not be misconstrued 
as either negotiations or tadt agree- 
ments. The painful and unjust condi- 
tions of occupation and the plight of 
tbe Palestinians in Kuwait unfortu- 
nately continue to undermine (he 
possibility of any real peace process 
and to destroy any confidence in its 
potential success so long as these 
inequities are allowed to prevail." 


S. Arabia 

(Continued from page 1 ) 

ni Mubarak and the foreign 
minister. They agreed in principle 
last week to Arab-Israeli negotia- 
tions. 

The likelihood that Saudi Ara- 
bia and several other Arab states 
woultjj^ot participate surfaced 
Saturday despite the Saudis’ 
prominent role in the U.S.-led 
coalition to liberate Kuwait from 
Iraq. "* 

After the U.S. sent 540,000 
troops to Saudi Arabia it was 
widely assumed the Saudis would 
be at tbe negotiating table in any 
post-war peace negotiations with 
Israel. 

Mr. Baker said at a joint news 
conference at Aqaba that “it is 
not because Saudi Arabia is re- 
fusing anything.” 

Rather, Mr. Baker said, “I 
think there is a feeling on the part 
of the sometimes called front-line 
states, the states neighbouring 
Israel, that the issues in dispute 
are issues that affect Israel and 
those states, and issues that affect 
Israel and Palestinians. 

“If you bring other Arab states 
to the table at the same time, 
where do you draw the line?” 

U.S. officials did not specify 
tiie front-line Arab states ex- 
pected to participate in the talks. 
Presumably, they would include 
Syria, Jordan and Egypt, and 
possibly Lebanon. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

tel 60*676 604696 
P.O.BOX 7806 

AMMAN 





4 Rent & Sale 

Many villas and apartments] 
are available for rent ancl 
sale - furnished or unfur-1 
nished. 

|* AJso many lots of land are) 

available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

lAbdoun Real 1 


Tel. 810605, 810609, ‘ 
ax: 810520, 


(Cccutlo 


Amman’s 
exclusive gift shop 
f Italian shoes .leather goods 

' perfumes, Rghters.watches 
pens .silverware, porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 


The first 6 best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Takeaway fei 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 63996$ 



P£K.INC' i'^TflURANT 


AUTHENTIC 
CHINESE ' 
CUISINE 

elegant 

colorful atmosphere 

moderate prices 
shemisani_iel :6602 ?0 
(closed on monduysj 



Shmeisani - Grindiaye Bank Bldg 
Tel. 669 457 

CHEN'S s 
CHINESE . 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
J-tinch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities. 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicb 
Develop your colour film at 
our sbop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
30% 


• Orem enlarge- 
30 x 30 cm 


Shmdsaai - 0pp. Giuuflays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


RENT 

Saadi Beal Estate 



Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SO HA 
Rental Dept. 687821/22 


FOR RENT at 

JAMAL SEAL ESTATE 
FURNISHED t UNFURNISHED 

Apartrtients, villas 
& semi villas 

You’D like our service 

Just call 835859 



FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

msmmsm 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Opwi Daily 12.30-&30pm 
7.30*41.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Ibwards 3rd aide 


Tei: 659519 659520 
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T7k Regency Patau Hotel 

PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 

it 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room-.! 


IIAIfOTEL 

l|^:«|ljl3 


Amman -Tel. 668193 

P-O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23886 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriatesand . 
Businessmen 
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lyfield retains title after 
round battle with Foreman 


ATLANTIC CITY (R) — Evan- 
der Holyfield won the fight but 
George Foreman retained his 
dignity at the end of their 12- 
round battle for the undisputed 
world heavyweight title. 

Holyfield kept his crown Fri- 
day night with a unanimous 
points decision and proved he 
could take hard punches without 
panicking and abandoning his 
fight plan. 

The champion also took 
another step rowan! gaining the 
respect he and his corner fed has 
eluded him. 

Foreman, a 4-1 underdog, was 
a winner by merely being 42 yean 
old and giving a very creditable 
account of himself over 12 brutal 
rounds against a man 14 years his 
junior. 

“He won the fight. I proved a 
point. I came within inches of 
winning the title,” Foreman said. 

Some of die lade of respect for 
Holyfield comes because he won 
the title from a fat and unmoti- 
vated James “Buster" Douglas 
last October. 

Tbe other key reason is that be 
has not defeated former cham- 
pion Mike Tyson, who for many 
boxing fans is the true 
heavyweight champion. 

Now it would appear that if the 
two promoters, Don King for 
Tyson and Dan Duva for Holy- 
field, can bury the bitterness be- 
tween them, Holyfield's next 
challenge win be to fight Tyson. 

“It was a good night for me,” 
oiid Foreman, whose face 
ap pe a red puffy at the post-fight 


press conference. “I proved to 
the whole world you don’t have 
to be ashamed of being a senior 
citizen." 

Foreman, who earned $12.5 
million for his efforts, said: “I 
thought I had him a few times. 
You tried to finish him, he’d 
finish you. He's a tremendous 
champion. 

“I had him a few times, not to 
mention he had me too. I didn’t 
retreat dktl?” a proud Foreman 
said. 

Foreman rocked Holyfield 
several times in the fight, but the 
champion had Foreman in trou- 
ble as welL 

Several times Holyfield, who 
received $20 million for defend- 
ing his title, was able to land 
furious combinations to the bead 
almost at win. 

Holyfield appe a red to be dose 
to chopping down tbe 257-pound 
(116.5-kg) Foreman in each of 
the third, seventh and ninth 
rounds, bnt the fiercely- 
determined challenger, although 
wobbly at times, refused to fall. 

“Every time I bad him hurt the 
bell rang,” said Holyfield, who 
weighed 208 pounds (94.3kg). “I 
hit George with all I had.” 

For five years I bit guys with 
all I had they w ent ouL” He 
didn’t. 

“I found out I couldn’t nm him 
over,” Holyfield said. “I had to 
be tactical." 

'“At 42 who would think 
George would go 12 rounds with 
me and fight a f ur ious pace?” 

“The toughest thing about the 


fight was the pressure George put 
on,” Holyfield added. “It was 
relentless pres s u re. He forced me 
to stand in there and tub* pun- 
ches I shouldn't take.” 

One of tbe surprises of the fight 
was that it went 12 exciting 
rounds. 

The theory had been that if the 
fight did go 12 rounds it would 
mean Holyfield was nmnrng away 
from an exhausted Foreman. 

But it was one of the most 
competitive heavyweight title 
bouts in recent years. Both fight- 
ers at times ap pe are d to be dose 
to victory. 

“There is no dignity lost,” 
Foreman sakl of his p erf or ma nce. 
“The boy is a fine champion.' 1 

Holyfield said he saw no reason 
to fi ght Foreman again, but htw 
Duva said: “If the public wanted 
it we would do it again.” 

Foreman said he did not know 
whether be would retire and give 
up his bid to become the oldest 
ipan to win a he avyw eight cfaam- 


Eaxiier Friday, heavyweight 
Tommy Morrison, who played a 
boxer in the movie Rocky V, 
remained unbeaten Friday night 
by st o pping Yuri Vanlm of the 
Soviet Union in the fifth round at 
the Convention Centre. 

Morrison, however, was not 
impressive in naming his r e cord 
to 27-0 with 23 knockouts. 

Vanlm had tbe best of the first 
four rounds, rocking Morrison 
several in tbe third and 
raising a mouse under his right 
eye. 


Midway through the fifth 
round, Morrison landed a right to 
the ribs and Vaulin turned 
away and went to the ropes, 
where he was given a standing 
eight-count. 

A short time later, Morrison 
landed another right to the ribs. 
Vaulin again grimaced, clutched 
ins ride and went to tbe ropes, 
and tbe referee stopped tbe 
match at 2:06 of the round. 

A computer analysis of tbe 
match, a preliminary to the 
HolyfieW-Foreman hea vy w e ight 

title fight, was outpouched 131- 
55. 

It was the sixth straight bout 
inside the distance for Morrison. 
223 pounds (101 kilogrammes), 
of Kansas City, who is ranked no. 
8 by the World Boxing Associa- 
tion (WBA). 

Vaulin, 209 3-4 pounds (95 
kilogrammes), from Latvia, lost 
for the second time against 10 
victories. 

A 10-round lightweight fight 
between Jorge-Paez of Mexico 
and Lupe Suarez of Corpus 
Christi, Texas, ended m a tech- 
nical draw after four rounds when 
Suarez couldn't continue because 
of a bad cut over his right eye. 
The bout was ruled a technical 
draw because it hadn't gone half- 
way. 

It was the first fight as a light- 
weight for Paez, 135 poands (61 
kilogrammes), who is a former 
International Boxing Federation 
featherweight champion. Suarez 
weighted 133 pounds (60 kilog- 
rammes). 


Bjorn Borg comes out of retirement Tuesday 


MONTE CARLO, Monaco 
(Agencies) — Bjorn Borg is 
back. 

Rrtrrr’-.^'p tr» tournament ten- 
r_L» Ll aie age of 34 cfler an 
eight-year retirement, Borg will 
play in tbs Monte Carlo Open 

viav. 

. - Vtls, i:*s the 

name of : -i game,** Borg said 
when aske. about first-round 
opponent, clay-court specialist 
Jonfi Arrese of Spain. 

Tbe pairing was determined in 
Friday’s draw. 

Borg did not know much about 


his opponent, bnt said at this 
stage of his career, “they are all 
tough.” 

Arrese figures to be a tough 
opponent, especially for someone 
away as long as Borg. 

The 26-year-old Spaniard beat 
France’s Guy Forget, the world’s 
fourth-racked player, two weeks 
ago at Barcelona. He is ranked 
54th in the world after being as 
high as 28th last year. 

Arrese won consecutive day 
court tournaments last August at 
San Remo, Italy and Prague, 
Czechoslovakia. 


Borg has played just three offi- 
cial matches since 1981. Hie won 
five Wimbledons and six French 
Open tides between 1974 and 
1981. 

Stefan Edberg, Boris Becker, 
Forget and Andre Agassi all drew 
first-round byes. 

- If Borg does get by Arrese. the 
next opponent will be Yugosla- 
via’s Goran Ivanisevic, seeded 
fifth, who' also received a first- 
round bye. 

Borg practiced against Iva- 
nisevic Wednesday and won a set 
from tbe world’s eighth-ranked 


player. 

Borg said in a French TV 
interview that his comeback had 
nothing to do with money. 

“It is about knowing whether I 
can do it again.” 

“I don’t know if I look the 
same but I do feel the same as 10 
years ago. both mentally and 
pyscaUy. 

“I know that expectations are 
very high and that people expect 
■me to play good tennis 
again. I was able to handle press- 
ure in the fast, I hope I can still 
do it” 


Monaco closes gap on 
league leaders Marseille 


PARIS (R) — Monaco closed the 
gap on French League lea^eis 
Marseille, who were held to a 
disappointing 1-1 draw at bottom 
of the table Rennes Friday. 

The club from the principality 
won 2-0 at struggling Sochaux to 
trail Marseille by only two points 
with four matches left. 

The French champions, who 
have a game in hand, appeared 
absent minded in Britanny, only 
five before their European Cup 
semifinal second leg against Spar- 
tak Moscow. 

France's top marksman Jean- 
Pierre Papin brought his season's 
tally to 23 goals thanks to a cross 
by England's Chris Waddle in the 
16th minute. 

Marseille then relaxed while 
Rennes did their utmost to upset 
the leaders and prove their lowly 
status was far from deserved. 

Former Marseille player Pat- 
rick Delamontagne took advan- 
tage of a blunder by Marseille's 
goalkeeper Pascal Olmeta in the 
54th minute to equalise. 

“This sort of match between 
the leader and the bottom-placed 
is always tricky to handle. But 
our first aim was not to lose and 
above all not to be injured before 
Wednesday's match," Papin said. 

Italian clubs including AC 


Milan, Juventus and Roma sent 
officials to monitor Papin, ..Wad- 
dle, Ghana's Abedi Pfele as well 
as Rennes’ Cameroon striker 
Francois Omam-Biyik 

Monaco had a much easier task 
against 15th- placed Sochaux. 

Liberian striker George Weah 
opened the scoring in the 13th 
minute in a solo raid and Portu- 
guese Gil Rui B ottos made in two 
with a header in the 75th. 

The victory almost certainly 
secures Monaco a berth in the 
UEFA Cup next season. 

Meanwhile near-bankrupt Bor- 
deaux were thrown a lifeline Fri- 
day when a French court 
accepted a plan for financial 
backing that could save the first 
division soccer club from relega- 
tion. 

A Bordeaux court, which had 
previously rejected five other res- 
cue bids, accepted a plan by 
former Vice-President Jean 
Didier Lange, to take over the 
club whose debts are estimated at i 
300 million francs (S60 million). 

Under the plan. Lange, a close 
aid of businessman Alain Affle- 
lou, one of three dub presidents 
in the past six months, will pay 20 
million francs ($4 million) for the 
dub. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

1090 TnOune Madia Services. Inc 


SUPER SACRIFICE. LARGE PROFIT 


Boih vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

♦ J 7 2 
TQ865 

A Q J 

♦ K 5 2 

WEST EAST 

4 4 4 A 8 6 

7 J 10 9 7 3 2 7A 
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SOUTH 

4 K Q 10 9 5 3 
'7 K 4 
K 10 4 
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The bidding: 
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West 

<Nonb 

East 

! * 

Pass 

2 NT 
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3 4 
Pass 
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Pass 

4 4 

Pass 


Opening lead: Jack of v 
A par contest at the recent World 
Bridge Olympiad was won by Benito 
Garozzo, star of Italy’s many world 
championship winners in the 1960s 
and ’70s. He made his first appear- 
ance in a similar contest 33 years 
ago, in London, where the hands 
were devised by Terence Reese and 
Harold Franklin. Not many experts 
today would find this deal from the 
event an insoluble defensive 
problem. 

South should rebid the six-card 


major with an essentially balanced 
hand to offer North a choice of 
contracts. With three-card support. 
North's preference for the major- 
suit game is automatic. 

Had West found a dub lead there 
would have been no problem, but 
the lead of the jack of hearts is 
normal. East wins perforce with the 
ace, and the secret to the winning 
defense is, as usual, to analyze the 
bidding and count declarer’s tricks. 

South has announced a six-card 
suit. To open the bidding vulnera- 
ble. South surely has the Icing-queen 
of trumps (which translates into five 
tricks) and both red-suit kings. Left 
alone, declarer will collect five 
trump tricks, two beans and three 
diamonds, while the only fast tricks 
for the defense are the three aces. 

Clearly, to defeat the hand East 
must score a heart ruff, but how can 
West be put on lead? The club suit 
offers the best chance, and the win- 
ning defense is to lead the queen of 
clubs, playing partner for the jack. 

Declarer must win in dummy and 
start on trumps. Juft in case partner 
has the queen. East can afford to 
duck the first spade, but must win 
.he second. A low dub return per- 
mits West to gain the lead with the 
jack, and the heart return defeats 
the contract. 


Seles, Fernandez reach 
semifinals in Houston Slims 




HOUSTON. Texas (R) — world- 
number one Monica Seles and 
sbcpnd-seeded Mary. Joe Fernan- 
dez' ‘swept to easy victories to 
advance to the semifinals at the 
S3 50 .000 Virginia Slims of Hous- 
ton. 

Seles will play sixth-seeded 
Sandra Ceochini of Italy, who 
pulled off the biggest surprise of 
the tournament when she rallied 
to upset defending champion and 
fourth-seeded Katerina Maleeva 
of Bulgaria 3-6 6-4 6-1. 

The top-seeded Seles, 17, dis- 
playing her usual punishing two- 
fisted groundstroking game, won 
the last 11 games to power past 
unseeded Federica Bonsignori of 
Italy 6-1 6-0 in 49 minutes. 


Fifth-ranked Fernandez played 
her fust -match of the tournament 
and struggled -past unseeded fel- 
low American Ann Grossman 7-5 
7-5. 

Fernandez faces Linda Harvey- 
Wild, a 6-4 6-1 victor over fellow 
American and doubles specialist 
Gigi Fernandez. 

Seles and the 40th-ranked Bon- 
signori held serve, but that's as 
close as the Italian would get 
during the straight-set blowout on 
the clay. Seles ran off 19 of the 
final 24 points to claim the set. 

“As soon as I got out there I 
wanted to make as quick as I 
could,” Seles said of the match 
that was delayed 1 hour and 49 
minutes by rain. 


Diego Maradona 

Italian Soccer Federation 
upholds ban on Maradona 

ROME (R) — A 15-month ban 
on Napoli’s Argentine star Diego 
Maradona for doping was con- 
firmed by the Italian Soccer Fed- 
eration (FIGC) Saturday. 

“The suspension of the footbal- 
ler Maradona is confirmed.” the 
federation said in a one-line state- 
ment. 

The FIGC turned down an 
appeal by Maradona's lawyer 
Vincenzo Siniscalchi against the 
ban handed down on Aprl 6 and 
extended worldwide by the Inter- 
national Football Federation 
(FIFA). 

Maradona tested positive for 
cocaine after Napoli’s home 
league game against Bari on 
March 17. 

He left for Buenos Aires six 
days before the April 6 ruling. 

The Argentine World Cup cap- 
tain said in January he wanted to 
retire. 

The FIGC appeals board 
turned down Siniscalchi's argu- 
ment that Maradona. 30, had not 
taken the drug to enhance his 
performance. 

Napoli, who were not held 
responsible, did not file an appeal 
on behalf of their former captain. 

Maradona was in trouble with 
Napoli and the FIGC throughout 
the season, receiving fines of 
about $50,000 for missing training 
and matches without permission. 

He also became involved in a 
court probe into an international 
drugs and prostitution ring oper- 
ating in Naples. ' ‘ 


Magistrates questioned him af- 
ter his name was mentioned in 
police recordings from tapped 
telephone conversations. 

Mhradona's career seemed 
finished when he faced a ban of 
up to two years after a second test 
on the urine sample taken after 
the Bari match showed positive 
on March 29. 

But the 15-month suspension 
handed down the following Satur- 
day by the Italian Soccer 
League's Disciplinary Comittee, 
effectively banning him from soc- 
cer until the start of tbe 1992/93 . 
season seemed to give him a ray 
of hope. 

Argentina's national team boss 
Alfio Basile told Maradona he 
was welcome to train with his 
squad whenever he wanted. 

But Maradona said he was 
tired of the commitments in soc- 
cer and wanted to dedicate time 
to his family. 

Maradona Thursday reiterated 
that he was quitting soccer. 

In a television interview Thurs- 
day, he said: “I’ve been thinking 
about it for years. 

“I don't want any more train- 
ing camps, I want to start living, 
take my daughters and my wife 
on walks, be with my mother or 
go fishing with my father. 

“The thing is not having to 
wake up every Sunday thinking 
we can’t lose (3 match) orthat we 
must win or draw. Now myiiappi- . 
ness is being with' my family.” r 


Novacek out of Nice Open 

NICE. France (R) — Karel 
Novacek of Czechoslovakia, the 
only seed left in tbe $250,000 
Nice Open Tennis Tournament, 
made his exit to Martin Jaite of 
Argentina in a tight semifinal 
Saturday. 

Sixth seed Novacek saved five 
match points before losing 4-6, 

6-4, 7-6. 

Jaite looked to have the match 
in hand when he broke serve 
early in the final set but Novacek 
broke back to level at 5-5. 

The Czechoslovak saved two 


more match points when he 
trailed 6-2 in the tiebreak but 
Jaite finall y won it 7 -4. 

The Argentine was kept wait- 
ing to find out his opponent in 
Sunday’s final when rain stopped 
play shortly after the start of the 
other semifinal between Cedric 
Pioline of France and Goran 
Prpic of Yugoslavia. 

Cedric Pioline of France beat 
Henri Leconte 6-2. 6-4 Friday in 
the quarterfinals of the Nice 
tournament. 






Andy Capp 



horoscope 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY AFRIL 21, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Get- 
ting more rest than usual today mil 

par tiall y protect you from exercis- 
ing poor judgement but the best 
plan for now is to avoid being 
frai«ir»ri into a corner where you 
must decide now. 

ABIES : (March 21 to April 19) 
You want to get off to new scenes 
and new personalities but you have 
man y duties to finish and wind up 
Hnf require your undivided atten- 
tion. . 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
This is your day to cany through 
with the things expected of you in 
way they want them to be done in 
an and particular manner. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
T hink out the partners you want 
the most to allied with in the days 
ahead and then do the things that 
they would appreciate to bring 
them closer. 

MOON CHILDREN : (June 22 to 
July 21) You find you have all 
kinds of services to render to 
others so put away that desire to 
i about and get into what will 
please others. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This is 
the day when you want to have a 
good time and is passible if you 
forget your own desires long, 
enough to get approval of dose 
contact. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Take a good look around your 
home and see what you can do to 


make it more attractive as well as 
please mcrabera of your own dan 
who are worried. 

LIBRA: (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) This 
is the day for you to get off to some 
lectures of good ideas that can 
serve your best interests in die 
future and get rid of any opposi- 
tion. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Your finances seem to be 
r unning out or you do not have 
enough to do the things that mean 
the most to you so think out ways 
to increase them- 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You have a resttes* 
urge that actually is a divine dis- 
content pushing you into some 
worthwhile activity to have only 
good thing for you. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) So many behind the 
scenes anxieties are yours now that 
you would be wise to think them 
over and to mediate and reflect 
upon ways to solve them. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You are now on the plane 
of consciousness that wants more 
and more friends, which is all right 
so long as you do not let your 
practical affairs suffer. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You find that one in an official 
position is expecting more of you 
than you feel you can carry 
through wife so make a point to 
hve up to this as well a you can. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


HARRIS 

11-3.1 



“This came over the fax machine. 
I think if s from your wife.” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
... tjy Henri Arnold spd'Bob tee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one Mtar to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. ■ 


DOI 

LDY 



□ 

□ 



EGUSS 






TELBOT 


rxxn 






■3 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: CLEFT MOUND JURIST UPKEEP 

Answer When that dupe is "taken in.” he's apt to be 
this — "PUT OUT' 


THE Daily Crossword 


by James E. Hlniah. Jr. 


ACROSS 
1 Marquis de — 

5 Saw 

10 Roppy — 

14 Monogram part 
abbr. 

15 Templar 

16 Conception 

17 Debate 

19 Class 

20 Based: a bbr. 

21 Discuss freely 

22 Show 7 
24 Mockery 

27 Sault — Marie 

28 Guidontan note 

29 Turf 

31 Synod VIP 
35 Church pan 
37 Feast's antonym 

39 Distinct finish 

40 Interrupt 
42 Eur. region 

44 — and aB 

45 Caesar etal. 

47 Lounge lazily 

48 Met basso 

50 Sp. queen 

51 Patriotic gp. 

52 "But — on 
forever" 

54 Deprive of a 
legacy 

58 Disagreement 
62 Sister 

53 Chemical suffix 

64 Nebraska's 
neighbor 

65 Maned 

68 Disturbance 

69 Contribution 

70 Hit hard 

71 Ger. city 

72 Groerrwings 

73 "Jane — 

DOWN. 

1 —with 

(supported) 

2 Flavoring herb 

3 Upset 

4 Catchall abbr. 

5 Tempo direction 

6 Uke paper 


7 ■— Bluer' 
8Rno 


I RflNKVM 


9 Capital of 
county Clare 

10 Scatter 

11 Popular figure 

12 Vital fluids 

13 Ms Jurado 
18 Celestial bear 
23 Essen export 

25 “ — a song go 
out._" 

26 — deplume 
30 Showing 

scorn 

32 Unruly 

33 iniquity 

34 Genuine 

35 Sick as — 

36 Yearn 

37 “ — Lippo 
Lippi" 

38 Czech city 
41 Practice 
43 — vital 
46 Plus 

49 Win over 
51 — Xiaoping 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


□non nntin nnnnm 

nnrara HKHE 

□non Rnnn 
i.iHumPI Qfijnnn nmn 
H^nranDnin nnnnn 
nnn KS n nrnnrc 

nranrafj HHE n 

HERE 

ponan Rnnn rinnfi 


S5 Pleases 

KiM-A. P S&& 


in 


80 


61 Prong 

86 Slimming place 

87 Employ 



i 
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Statistics confirm strikes 
crippling Soviet economy 


MOSCOW (R) — Detailed fi- 
gures released by the Soviet state 
statistics committee Goskomstai 
Friday confirmed spreading 
strikes and rarest are aripp&ag 
the country's economy. 

Is the first three months of 
1991, compared to 1990, Gross 
National Product (GNP) fell 
eight per cent, productivity drop- 
ped nine per cent foreign trade 
stamped by a third. 

“It can be supposed that the 
universal fall in economic activity 
witnessed dming flw? first qoarter 
will continue.” Goskomstai) cawH 

A growing wave of m i n eii V 
strikes as wdl as disruption to 
traditional economic links canard 
by secessionist republics crying to 
break ties with Moscow have 
brought the economy to the verge 
of collapse. 

On Monday the Soviet parlia- 
ment is doe to start discusing a 
tough anti-crisis programme 
which includes a moratorium on 
all strikes and a ban on protests in 
working boms. 

It also calls for tough action 
against repobUcs which have been 
demanding greater autonomy or 
independence and withholding 
contributions from the central 
Soviet budget. 

President Mikhail Gorbachev 
Monday said that if die strikes 
were stopped immediately, it 
would be too late. 

“The figures for the first quar- 
ter bear witness to the extremely 
complex and contradictory eco- 
nomic situation in the country," 
Goskomstai said. 

Brief excerpts from the figure, 
carried by the official TASS news 
agency, were released Thursday. 

Economic production has been 
fallin g steadily over the last two 
years but die latest figures show 
die miners' strike has helped 
turn die decline into a nosedive. 

The miners, who have closed 
around a third of die country’s 
600 pits, want lag rises and Gor- 
bachev’s resignation. 

“The signs of crisis in the eco- 
nomy spread to virtually all 
spheres,” Goskomstai said. 
“Strikes cost 1.169 milli on work- 
ing days in the first three months 
of die year.” 

The strike has also cot re- 


serves of cocking coal for the key 
metallurgical sector — on April 1 
they were only 800,000 tonnes, 
half the amount available on the 
same day m 1990. 

, Goskomstai said production of 
consumer goods and food — both 
in very short supply across the 
country — was falling. 

"The consumer market is in 
crisis: Panic buying has grown, 
especially towards the end of the 
quarter, virtually all goods are in 
short supply and specualtion is 
growing," it said. 

But this was not the only bad 
news for the already hard-pressed 
population — collapsing oil pro- 
duction. the country’s main hard, 
currency earner, helped cut im-* 
ports by 45 per cent in die first 
quarterr compared to 1990. 

The country also risks running 
up a huge budget deficit, because 
most of the increasingly 
independence-minded Soviet re- 
publics. especially the giant Rus- 
sian Federation, have slashed 
contribution to the central 
budget. 

“Implementation of the union 
budget in the first three months 
has been extremely unsatisfac- 
tory,” Goskomstai said. 

Republic have only contributed 
39 per cent of planned payments 
to the central government budget 
and the first quarter deficit of 
26.9 billion roubles ($45.3 billion) 
already exceeds the planned max- 
imum for the year of 26.7 billion 
roubles ($45 billion). 

Moscow Radio said the Rus- 
sian government’s own plan for 
economic reform, which includes 
plans to quickly sell off enterprise 
and encourage foreign invest-, 
mem, would soon be submitted 
to the republic’s parliament for 
approval. 

But this is likely to cause con- 
flict with the Kremlin, which says 
it still controls many of the re- 
sources and enterprises on Rus- 
sian territory which the republic's 
government plans to privatise. 

Meanwhile, Ukrainian coal 
miners in the seventh week of a 
strike to force the resignation of 
Gorbachev welcomed the support 
of factory workers at a rally Fri- 
day. 

Nationwide, thousands of fac- 


tory workers, outraged by steep 
price rises which took effect on 
April 2, have stopped work to 
boost the protest by an estimated 
300,000 miners. 

In the Ukrainian coal town of 
Donetsk Friday, hundreds joined 
miners in the central October 
Square. Waving the blue and 
yellow Ukrainian flag, they 
vowed nor to return to work until 
Gorbachev quits. 

“We are not forcing people to 
go on strike but they are joining 
us by their own choice," said 
Viktor Osovsky, a leader of the 
Donetsk strike committee, sitting 
in an office decorated with photo- 
graphs of Russian Federation 
leader Boris Yeltsin. Gor- 
bachev's chief political rival. 

“We are coordinating our ac- 
tion and trying to create a region- 
wide strike organisation.” he 
said. 

“1 have never been involved in 
-politics before," said Ludmila 
Radchenko. 57. one of 10,000 
workers at a textile mill who went 
on strike Monday. 

“But I worked for 18 years on 
a salary of 120 roubles. Since 
prices went up, it’s become im- 
possible to survive,” she said, as 
. colleagues chanted slogans 
against the Communist Party. 

The average Soviet salary is 
270 roubles a month (S465) at the 
official exchange rare — S10 at 
the tourist rale) and workers have 
been given a minimum supple- 
ment of 60 roubles to cover in- 
creases in the cost of food, clo- 
thing and most other staples. 

The director of the textile mill, 
who declined to give his name, 
said his work force walked out 
after miners visited the plant. 

“During a lunch break, a rep- 
resentative ofthe miners’ strike 
committee visited our factory and 
the collective decided immediate- 
ly to go on strike.” the director 
said. 

“It’s unlikely we’ll return to 
work any time soon,” he added. 

Thousands of workers from a 
Donetsk plastics factory also 
joined the miners' strike thb 
week. Negotiations were under 
way to try to stop the action 
spreading to the region’s giant 
steel mill, which employs 20,000 
people. 


Philips warns restructuring 
benefitrmay be delayed 


AMSTERDAM (R) — Philips, 
Europe’s biggest consumer elec- 
tronics group, has said s t a g n a nt 
sales could delay benefits from a 
major corporate restructuring 
programme. 

N-V. Philips Gloeflampenfab- 
rieken said it still expected to 
report a pr o fi t this year after 
losing 4.24 bSKou guilders (£L27 
biHian) in 1990. 

Bat OiiriTman Jan Thinner 
cautioned in the company’s 


-annual re port that benefits from 
the restructuring undertaken last 
year might show up later than 
expected. 

“... The possibiEty cannot be 
ruled out that, as a result of 
sta gna ting sales, the positive 
effects of the changes win man- 
ifest themselves somewhat later 
than we originally anticipated,” 
he said- 

“They will, however, already 
become dearly visible in 1991,” 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Saturday, April 20, 1991 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
DcuB rimnM tfc 
Swiss franc 
French franc 


B**y 

681-0 

1172.3 

3923 

463.8 

116.4 


ScH 

685.0 
11793 

394.6 

466.6 

1 17.1 


Japanese yen (for 100) 4923 4953 

Dutch guilder 348.1 3503 

Swedish crown 109.9 110,6 

Italian lira (for 100) 533 533 

Belgian franc (for 10) 190.9 192.0 > 


Timm er said. 

Analysts and dealers said in- 
vestors were disappointed that 
die comp any 's kng-awaited re- 
covery may be farther delayed. 

“They seem to be postponing 
the re stru cturing gains by a few 
months. That doesn’t please peo- 
ple," said Roel Gooskens of 
brokerage Van Meer James 
GspeL 

The overhaul, which began last 
year, includes up to 55,000 job 
cuts, reorganisation of several di- 
visions and discontinuing unpr o- 
fitable activities. The company 
took charges of 4.65 bilfion guil- 
ders (S2J billion) in 1990 to pdy 
for the re struc t urin g. 

In February, Philips smd it 
expected benefits from the prog- 
ramme to begin to show up in the 
second half of 1991. 


Yugoslav premier 
warns of economic 
anarchy, devalues 
currency by 30 % 


BELGRADE (R) — Yugoslav 
Prime Minister Ante Mark o vie 
said Friday the country was on 
the verge of civil war and econo- 
mic anarchy and devalued ihc 
dinar by just over 30 per cent to 
cry to halt the collapse. 

In a keynote speech to parlia- 
ment setting oat economic policy 
for the rest of the year, Markovic 
also called for federal elections to 
complete Yugoslavia's transition 
to democracy after free elections 
in its six republics last year. 

“National conflicts are of such 
dimensions and vehemence and 
motives that the public is con- 
stantly being kept on the verge of 
civil war," Markovic said. 

“There has been a process of 
erosion of the system which by 
the end of last year led to its 
virtually complete collapse and a 
complete blockade of the reforms 
we had begun,” he added. 

He attacked the republics for 
blocking his Western-style econo- 
•mic reforms, such as privatisation 
of property and restriction of 
money supply, as part of their 
battle for independence from 
central rule. 

He appealed to the republics to 
'halt moves they have made to- 
wards secession and accept his 
programme for keeping the eco- 
nomy running until they solve 
their bitter political rows that 
threaten to tear the country 
apart. 

Otherwise, heavily-indebted 
Yugoslavia could miss out on a SI 
billion standby loan from the 
Internationa] Monetary Fund 
(IMF) that would unlock about 
S5 billion in loans from other 
international lenders, he said. 

“This is a chance we must not 
miss,” be said. 

“From Luxembourg, 
Washington, London, Paris, 
Rome, Moscow and others the 
message is dear: Only a unified 
Yugoslavia within existing bor- 
ders and with consistent imple- 
mentation of economic reforms 


can have its place in a united 
Europe,” he stressed. 

The key policy change was a 30 
per cent devaluation of the di- 
nar’s fixed exchange rate to 13 
dinars to the Deutschcmark 
from a rate of nine to one. 

This was intended to increase 
exports and improve the trade 
deficit, which was more than S4.5 
billion lost year. 

Markovic said reforms had 
reached their most critical stage 
and painted a grim picture of 
economic dedine. 

He said annual inflation was 
likely to be 60 to 70 per cent this 
year. That would be less than the 
120 per cent in 1990 but much 
more than the 40 per cent he 
predicted in December. 

He said he would limit public 
spending and reduce the federal 
budget to 138 billion ($9.2 
billion at the old exchange rate) 
— 7.7 billion dinars less than the 
original target set last December. 

Markovic also called for bank- 
ing reforms along Western lines, 
faster introduction of market 
forces in the economy and an end 
to resistance over privatisation, 
particularly by the republics of 
Slovenia, Croatia and Mon- 
tenegro. 

The republics, “in the interests 
of their own victories, have often 
and unscrupulously supported re- 
sistance to the transformation of 
society," he said. 

Parliament will start debating 
his programme next Wednesday. 

Markovic aides and the media 
have suggested he may seek a 
confidence vote if his plan is 
rejected but the prime minister 
said he was determined to carry 
on, even though Croatia has said 
it rejects his programme. 

“You can be sure the govern- 
ment is still ready and able to put 
its human professional and moral 
energy at the disposal of all 
citizens with the aim of ensuring 
economic success and political 
freedom for all of us," he said. 


China tries new venue to 
sell government debt 


BEIJING (R) — in one of die 
most important economic re- 
forms since hardliners took pow- 
er in China two years ago, the 
government Saturday signed a 
deal with an underwriting syndi- 
cate to issue state bonds. 

About a quarter of all govern- 
ment bonds issued this year to 
cover the government deficit will 
be underwritten by a syndicate of 
58 members and marketed with 
an attractive interest rate to the 
public. 

Previously the government has 
forced workers to buy treasury 
bonds by docking their pay, a 
measure that has provoked in- 
tense resentment and threatened 
in dustr i a l unrest. 

The total amount of treasury 
bills to be issued in 1991 is 10 
btllioxi. yuan ($1.8 billion). 

The move was described as an 
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experiment in market-oriented 
policies at a news conference 
Saturday, where details _ of the 
issue were announced. 

“Last year the market for gov- 
ernment bonds was fairly good so 
this year we are issuing a portion 
(through iinderwiters) as an ex-' 
pertinent,” said Wang Ynhna, an 
official at the People’s Bank of 
China. 

“The e xperim ent is an attempt 
to find a more market-oriented 
mechanism for die distribution of 
government debt issues,” a state- 
ment issued at the news confer- 
ence said. 

It said the aim was to make 
stare debt more attractive to in- 
vestors. 

Economic reform was stopped 
dead in its tracks after June, 
1989, when the army crushed a 
student-led movement for demo- 
cracy. Since then hardliners have 
stressed state control and socialist 
orthodoxy in economic affairs. 

No figure was given for the 
interest the three-year bonds will 
carry, but sources dose to the 
syndicate said it would be 10 per 
cent, which is currently the rate 
for three-year bank deposit rates. 

However, the sources said the 
bank raze was likely to be lo- 
wered to eight per cent, with an 
announcement possible as early 
as Sunday. This would virtually 
guarantee the success of the bond 


Officials said that if all does 
smoothly, the finance ministry 
would expand the portion of stale 
debt issued through underwriters 
in future years. 



Karl Otto Poehl 

Bundesbank 
rules out 
interest 
rate cut 

FRANKFURT (R) — Ger- 
many’s central bank issued a 
serin of tough new warnings on 
inflation Friday, saying monetary 
policy had to stay tight to defend 
the mark. 

Ignoring U.S. calls for tower 
interest rates, Bundesbank Presi- 
dent Karl Quo Poehl said there 
was no scope for the Bundesbank 
to ease policy. He was speaking 
after the mark had fallen to its 
lowest level against the dollar 
since early 1990. 

But comments from another 
top Bundesbank official seemed 
to suggest German interest rates 
did not need to rise further. 

Deputy President Helmut 
Schtesinger said recent high wage 
deals and government plans for 
higher taxes were not on their 
own reason enough for the Bun- 
desbank to change monetary 
policy. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Nicholas Brady complained this 
week that high interest rates were 
stifling world growth. 

Poehl said recent wage deals 
and high public borrowing were 
increasing risks to inflation. 
“Germany cannot avoid tight 
monetary policy and relatively 
high interest rates.” 

Both Poehl and Brady are due 
to attend a meeting of Group of 
Seven (G-7) finance ministers 
and central bank governors in 
Washington -next week. 

Schlestnger told German. tele- 
virion the trend for German raw 
material prices had been favour- 
able, although inflationary risks 
remained. 

"The negative factors alone arc 
not a compelling reason for a 
change in policy.” Schlcsinger 
said. 

There had been speculation the 
Bundesbank could raise interest 
rates at a meeting Thursday. But 
it left policies unchanged. 

Bundesbank officials were ada- 
mant there would be no relaxa- 
tion of monetary policy. Poehl 
said the central bank aimed to 
defy predictions that inflation 
would rise to average 3.5 per cent 
this year. 

West German consumer prices 
rose 2.5 per cent in the year to 
March. 

Schlesinger said the Bundes- 
bank was not happy with the 
current dollar/mark rate. But he 
stressed the dollar was generally 
stronger and there was no specific 
mark weakness. 

The dollar reached highs of 
1.7280 marks on Friday morning, 
its highest level since late January 
1990. It closed in Frankfurt on 
Thursday at 1.6800. 


Jordan 
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PERSIAN CAT 

A Persian cat is looking for a home. 

If you are Interested please call tel B43851 after 
3:00 p.m. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A full time opening is available at a travel agency for a group 
operator (female assistant). 

Experience in tourism, scheduling and word processing abilities 
are essential. 

Call 614272 between 1530-1600 for an appointment 


DENTAL CLINIC 


*j4anha$i 


From 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Swerfieh, opposite to Sofara Bakery • 
Housing Bank Bullding-2nd floor, Tel: 826515 

Dental assistant needed. 


Brady says U.S. 
will pursue other 
creditors to cut 
Egyptian debts 


CATRO, Egypt (AP) — U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Nicholas 
Brady Saturday urged Egypt's 
creditors to follow Washington's 
lead and write off half of Cairo's 
foreign debt obligations. 

Writeoffs by the United States. 

oil-rich Arab states and a few 
smaller creditors already have lo- 
wered the outstanding'Egyptian 
debt by almost one-rhird. to 
around $35 billion. 

Brady, on a 12-dav tour of 
Europe and the Middle East, 
spoke to reporters alter a one- 
hour meeting with President Hos- 
m Mubarak. **Wc told the presi- 
dent we are most keen to con- 
tinue to work on debt reduction 
I for Egypt)," Brady said. 

Late last year the United States 
forgave military debts totalling 
$6.7 billion in gratitude for 
Egypt’s active role in ihe 
Washington -led alliance against 
Iraq. Wealthy Arab states hi the 
coalition wrote off S? billion 
owed by Egypt 

Noting this. Brady said: "We 
will now work with our colleagues 
in the Pans Club and elsewhere 
to see if we can extend the debt 
reduction to other (creditor) 
countries.” 

The Paris Club, an informal 
group of Western creditor na- 
tions, considers debt relief for 
countries deemed creditworthy 
by the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). The United States 
wields considerable influence in 
the club, which includes other 
members of the so-called Group 
of Seven, the world's leading 


industrialised nations. 

At a recent meeting, the Group 
of Seven decided to forgive 30 pet 
cent debts owed by Egypt and 
Poland. Paris Club memNtrs then 
agreed to halve Poland's esti- 
mated U3 billion debt to them 

Egypt has reached tentative 
agreement with the IMF on eco- 
nomic reform that includes cuts m 
government subsidies for com- 
modities and services and higher 
fuel pnees. 

The package goes before the 
IMF board in Washington for 
approval next month Once it :v 
accepted, Egyptian officials ex- 
pect the Pans Club to meet 
around May 20. 

“The Paris Club will be meet- 
ing in the near future and wc 
hope other countries will follow 
the U.S. lead and extend deb: 
reductions themwKe%,' Bradv 
said. 

Asked whether reductions 
would be as high as 50 per cent, 
as Egypt hopes. Brady replied 
“nut would be the goal We ale 
hopeful that terms can be ex- 
tended much the same as the debt 
reduction that was granted to 
Poland, which was a very unusual 
debt reduction programme." 

Brady said he and Mubarak arc 
“optimistic about this country's 
future.” He expressed confidence 
that Egypt's “economic perform- 
ance will improve over time" as a 
result of the reforms negonated 
with the IMF. 

The reforms, he added. will 
open the way for Egypt to obtain 
new development credits from 
other countries. 


United States 
remains biggest 
U.N. debtor 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The United States, which has 
recently found new favour for the 
United Nations, is also the U.N.’s 
biggest debtor. 

The United States a decade ago 
sharply criticised the world body 
as a Soviet tool and Third World 
debating society, but recently has 
touted its usefulness and is work- 
ing within the U.N. system for 
U.S. political ends. 

During the Gulf crisis, for ex- 
ample, U.S. officials frequently 
cited U.N. resolutions as justi- 
fication for their actions. 

Officials of U.S. President 
George Bush say the country is 
committed to paying all U.S. 
arrears, despite economic hard 
times. 

“President Bush is fully corn- 
mined to making all our current 
payments and arrears and we 
intend to work closely with the 
executive branch and' Congress 
on ways and means to ensure that 
our U.N. obligations are fully 
funded.” a State Department 
official said. 

On Monday congressional 
leaders said U.S. budget con- 
straints may hamper efforts to 
pay off U.N. debt. 

U.N. diplomats see a test of the 
reborn U.S. commitment to the 
United Nations. Because of poli- 
cy differences, the United States 
over the years has withheld some 
U.N. assessments, including 
those aiding the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation and the South 
West Africa People’s Organisa- 
tion. 

U.S. officials are quick to point 
out that despite its arrears, the 
U.S. contributes enormously, 
more than any other nation. 

Of the annual $1 billion U.N. 


budget, the United States contri- 
butes one-qtumer, the highest 
share allowable. In 1990 the U.S. 
government paid SI. 12 billion to 
the United Nations, its agencies 
and other international organisa- 
.tions. 

U.S. officials also don't agree 
with the amount the United Na- 
tions says the United States must 
pay. 

While the United Nations says 
the U.S. government owes $567.7 
million in dues and arrears, the 
United States says it owes onl> 
the arrears of $296.1 million. It 
argues that 1991 dues of S27i.fr 
million are not due until Congress 
provides the funds after the fiscal 
year beginning Oct. 1. 

U.N. officials say the U.S. gov- 
ernment also owes S150.1 million 
for peacekeeping forces, while 
the United States says its back 
dues total $132.4 million, and its 
assessment for 1991 is $68.9 mil- 
lion. 

That does not include the 
newest Iraq- Kuwait peacekeep- 
ing force, expected to cost the 
United States about $38 million 
or 30.69 per cent of the total cos: 
of $123 million for the first year. 
The United States pays about 31 
per cent of all U.N. peacekeeping 
contributions — more than any 
other nation. 

For the Iraq -Kuwait border 
force, the United States has 
promised to pay its share, along 
with Britain, China, France and 
the Soviet Union. The five 
permanent members of the 
Security Council will be serving 
together in peacekeeping forces 
for the first time. The border 
monitors were mandated by the 
Gulf war ceasefire resolution 
adopted earlier this month. 


AVAI LABLEFORRENT 

Well furnished roof (small flat} with telephone, color TV 
(central antenna) separately centrally heated and consists 
of: One master bedroom and one 2-single bedroom both 
with built-in oak cupboards. Large sltting/dlnfng room with 
L-shaped bar. Well-equipped American kitchen (washing 
machine, dishwasher, oven and refrigerator) 

Location: Bustan El Kurtil/Swefflyeh - Beirut Street No. 77. 
EnquIrtM: For 5 days only ending 29/1Q/N 
Tel: Blown - Amman. 


VILLA FOR RENT 


Building area 250m 2 . Land area 800m 2 . 
Location: Behind Jaber Complex - Mecca Str. 


For more information pis. call Tel 813234 

From 10:00-14:00 p.m. and 15:00-18:00 p.m. 
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Gorbachev hints at support 
for South Korea’s U.N. bid 


SOGWIPO, South Korea (R) — 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
ended a relaxed South Korean 
visit Saturday with a nod of sup- 
port for Seoul's long-held desire 
to join the United Nations and 
appeals for economic and politic- 
al cooperation. 

The 17-hour visit, held approp- 
riately at South Korea's favourite 
honeymoon resort, was the first 
trip ever made to Korea — North 
or South — by a Soviet leader. It 
came only seven months after 
Moscow and Seoul opened di- 
plomatic relations. 

‘■This year the Soviet Union 
and the Republic of Korea have 
walked a long distance in a very 
short time," gorbachev told re- 
porters at a briefing on Cheju 
Island off the southern tip of the 
divided peninsula. 

Gorbachev arrived in South 
Korea late Friday following a 
disappointing four-day visit to 
Japan. He met South Korean 
President Roh Tae-Woo for 95 
minutes Saturday and left for 
home in mid-afternoon. 

In an atmosphere of cordiality 
in marked contrast to his chilly 
visity to Japan, Gorbachev called 
for more trade and suggested 
both countries, once bitter ene- 
mies. conclude a treaty of* 


friendship and cooperation. 

South Korean officials, said 
Gorbachev understood Seoul's 
desire to join the United Nations 
and agreed with the principle. 

Gorbachev also said he agreed 
with South Korea that North 
Korea should accede to a nuclear 
safeguards treaty and internation- 
al inspection requirements. 

“The two presidents share the 
same views on these two (nudear 
and U.N. matters)" Kim Chong- 
Whi, Roh’s national security 
adviser who was present at the 
talks, told reporters after the 
meeting. 

“President Gorbachev... ex- 
pressed his understanding of 
President Roh Tae-Woo 's posi- 
tion in view of the universality 
principle of the United Nations,” 
said presidential spokesman Lee 
Soo-Jung. 

“They agreed to consult 
through exchanges of visits for 
foreign ministers on this issue and 
other issues of mutual concern,” 
Lee said. 

Soviet newspapers Saturday 
put a brave face on President 
Mikhail Gorbachev's disappoint- 
ing visit to Japan, saying that 
although the trip produced few 
concrete results it had paved the 
way for future cooperation. 


“Japanese society, as well as 
our own people, should under- 
stand the great improvements in 
Soviet- Japanese relations which 
took place as a result of Soviet 
president's visit.*’ the Communist 
Party daily Pravda said. 

Gorbachev left Tokyo empty- 
handed Friday after tough nego- 
tiations during which the two 
sides could only agreed to con- 
tinue discussing a territorial dis- 
pute which is blocking better ties 
and large-scale Japanese aid to 
Moscow. 

Pravda, which described the 
talks as a breakthrough, said it 
was important to have good rela- 
tions with a country which was 
becoming one of the most in- 
fluential in the world. 

“This economic colossus is now 
starting to gain a corresponding 
political standing on the world 
stage,” it said. 

The Tokyo talks ended in 
deadlock after Gorbachev ruled 
out the return of four small is- 
lands which the Soviet army 
seized at the end of World War 
IL 

Japan bas made it quite clear it 
wfl] not grant much-needed eco- 
nomic aid to Moscow until the 
islands are handed back. 

But the two sides did manage 
to sign a joint declaration 


agreeing to discuss the reduction 
of Soviet military presence in the 
four islands and other related 
questions. 

Komsomolskaya Pravda 
doubted the agreement would 
bring immediate benefits but said 
the door to mutual understanding 
had been opened. 

“Our leaders are probably dis- 
appointed that they did not suc- 
ceed in getting credits,'*- Konstan- 
tin Saritisov, an expert on Japan, 
told the newspaper. 

Bnt the Defence Ministry daily 
Krasnaya Zvezda, opposed to the 
return of the islands, said the visit 
had been successful and de- 
scribed the joint declaration as a 
powerful political document 
allowing the two sides to broaden 
their cooperation. 

„* “If there is any disappoint- 
ment! I think it is groundless," 
wrote correspondent Captain V. 
Kuzoar from Tokyo. 

The daily Rabochaya Tribuna 
also described the talks as suc- 
cessful, saying the abnormal rela- 
tionship between Japan aqd the 
Soviet Union bad finally been 
ended. 

Pravda said it had been un- 
realistic to expect economic aid 
until the chaotic Soviet economy 
had been sorted out. 


Washington to establish first 
official presence in Vietnam 


HANOI (R) — The United 
States has agreed to establish its 
first official presence in Com- 
munist Vietnam and on the need 
to normalise relations with its 
former enemy, U.S. General 
John Vessey said in Hanoi 
Saturday. 

He said in a joint statement 
with Vietnamese Foreign Minis- 
ter Nguyen Co Thach that 
Washington would establish at 
temporary office in Hanoi to re- 
solve cases of American soldiers 
who were missing in action 
(MIAS) or prisoners of war 
(PoWs) during the 'Vietnam War 
which ended in 1975. 

“In keeping with the discus- 
sions we had in Washington, we 
agreed that the United States 
would establish a PoW-MIA field 
office in Hanoi on a temporary 
basis, “Vessey told reporters. 

Vessey, reading the joint state- 
ment after two days of talks with 
Thach, said both governments 
wanted to normalise relations and 
would continue talks. 

"Minister Thach and General 
Vessey both reaffirmed their gov- 
ernments' desire to normalise re- 
lations and agreed on the import- 
ance of continuing discussions to 
resolve differences between 
them.” the statement said. 

“They agreed that it would be 


useful for them to meet again, at 
a date to be determined.” 

But Tbach gave a noncommit- 
tal answer when asked by repor- 
ters whether he had agreed to a 
plan presented by Washington 
under which it would normalise 
relations with Hanoi in exchange 
for Vietnam's cooperation in en- 
suring a United Nations peace 
plan succeeded in Cambodia. 

“I have not accepted and I 
have not rejected,” he said. 

Vessey and Thach were offi- 
cially meeting over the MIA 
issue, which Washington sees as -a 
stumbling block to normalisation. 

It wants Hanoi to help account 
fr 2,278 American soldiers who 
went missing, were taken prison- 
er or were known to have been 
killed in Indochina, including 
1,661 in Vietnam. 

The joint statement said Ves- 
sey had expressed U.S. apprecia- 
tion for Vietnam’s cooperation in 
imporving efforts to resolve the 
MIA issue. 

“At the same time General 
Vessey expressed the hope that 
even further progress and greater 
results can be obtained in the 
future,” it said. 

Washington says the biggest 
stumbling block to normalisation 
is the Cambodian conflict. 

It wants Hanoi to make its ally 


Phnom Penh back the U.N. 
peace plan which provides for 
disarmament o^pambodia'sarmy 
and of guerrillas backed by Chi- 
na, the United States and other 
Western countries before elec- 
tions. 

Western diplomats said the 
U.S. delegation expected a re- 
sponse from Thach during its visit 
to a four-phase plan presented in 
Washington last week to Viet- 
nam's U.S. ambassador. 

Under Washington’s 30-calied 
“roadmap” to normalisation, 
Vietnam would have virtually to 
ensure peace in Cambodia before 
Washington would normalise re- 
lations. 

The U.N. plan would have to 
be implemented, Cambodia’s 
waning factions disarmed, elec- 
tions held and a National Assem- 
bly formed before Washington 
would fully normalise ties with 
Hanoi. 

Western diplomats in Hanoi 
said Washington was demanding 
too much of Vietnam and that 
Hanoi officials were discouraged 
over short-term prospects of nor- 
malising ties. 

But Thach told reporters a 
foreign news report saying he 
would harden his position against 
Vessey had been baseless. 


Dhaka fights diarrhoea 
as death toll nears 400 


DHAKA (R) — A searing heat- 
wave and poor sanitation were 
partly to blame for a diarrhoea 
epidemic that has killed about 
400 Bangladeshis and afflicted 
25,000 since early March, health 
officials said Saturday. 

They said more than 100 
medical teams, including some 
from Dhaka's International Cen- 


tre for Diarrhoeal Disease Re- 
search (ICDDR). had been sent 
to the affected areas to step up 
the fight against the disease. 

“We are frying our best to 
contain the disease but the rate of 
success is very slow,” one doctor 
in the coastal district of 
Patuakhali told reporters. 


EC official floats ‘a la 
carte’ membership plan 


BRUSSELS (R) — A top Euro- 
pean commission official floated 
a plan Friday which could allow 
up to a dozen East European and 
other countries to join the Euro- 
pean Community (EC) on an 
affiliate basis. 

The proposal, a response to the 

lengthening queue of countries 
wishing to join the EC, could 
change the face of the Commun- 
ity by allowing new members to 
participate in selected areas. 

“Two areas in which affiliate 
members could become active at 
an early date are political coop- 
eration mid monetary affairs,” 
Frans Andriessen, a vice- 
president of the ECs Executive 
European Commission, told a 
business group. 

He said affiliate membership 
could also provide a link with the 
European monetary system. 

- EC sources said Andriessen, 
who is in charge of external rela- 
tions, made tire proposal on a 
personal basis and did not appear 
to have discussed it in depth with 
colleagues in the 17-member 
commission. 

Diplomats described the idea 
as a trial balloon and said it could 
complicate talks among the 12 
EC governments over political 


union and the extension of the 
bloc’s brief to foreign and secur- 
ity policy. 

“It sounds totally unfeasible,” 
said a diplomat involved in the 
current EC talks. “It would be a 
Europe with a 20-speed gear- 
box.” 

The community is working to 
do away with internal barriers to 
the movement of goods, services, 
capital and people by 1993 and 
says it will accept no new mem- 
bers before then. 

Austria, Turkey, Cyprus and 
Malta have formally applied to 
join the EC and Sweden has said 
it will do so soon. Czechoslova- 
kia, Hungary and Poland are 
negotiating association agree- 
ments in the hope of full mem- 
bership in future. 

The EC is also negotiating an 
accord with the countries of the 
European Free Trade Associa- 
tion — Austria, Switzerland. Ro- 
land, Iceland,., Norway, Sweden 
and associate;' Liechtenstein — 
which would give them a say in 
EC decisions. 

Under Andriessen’s proposal, 
affiliate members would have the 
same rights and obligations as 
those of the 12 full members, but 
only in areas covered by an indi- 
vidual agreement 


De Klerk 
arrives 
in London 


LONDON (AP) — South Afri- 
can President F.W. De Klerk 
arrived Saturday for a weekJong 
visit to Britain, Denmark and the 
Republic of Ireland to press for a 
farther easing of sanctions against 
bis country. 

The president flew into Heath- 
row Airport from Johannesburg, 
accompanied by his wife Marike, 
amid tight security. Armed 
police- officers, some with 
machine guns, stood guard. 

The president’s visit not offi- 
cially scheduled to begin until 
Monday. 

He was expected to spend time 
with his son Willem, 24, who is 
studying business at Cambridge 
University. Willem made head- 
lines last year when he became 
engaged to Erica Adams, 24, who 
■ is labelled “coloured” by South 

African law. 

A South African embassy offi- 
cial refused to direusx die matter. 
“Anything not on the official 
agenda be regarded as strictly 

private,” he said. 

De Klerk's mam protagonist in 
reform talks, African National 
Congress leader Nelson Mandela, 
was scheduled to arrive in Lon- _ 
don Wednesday for a meeting' 
that day with Major, the South 
African Press Association re- 
ported. 

On Monday, De Berk wxD talk 
for the first time with Prime 
Minister John Major, whose gov- 
ernment has con ta ined the strong 
anti-sanctions line of his prede- 
cessor Margaret Thatcher. 

De Klerk planned to press for 
an additional relaxation of sanc- 
tions against Sonth Africa, in 
response to his efforts to disman- 
tle its apartheid system of racial 
segregation, an 
man said. 


Hardliners 
call for 
Gorbachev’s 
removal 

MOSCOW . (AP) — Hardline 
leaders called Saturday for 
Mikhail Gorbachev to be re- 
moved from the presidency, 
accusing him of squandering his 
power and allowing the nation to 
approach catastrophe. 

“What we need is a state of 
emergency, but Gorbachev will 
never do this,” said Col. Viktor 
Alknis, speaking to a conference 
of the hardline Soyuz Group. 
“The only way out for us now is 
to collect signatures to convene a 
special pariuunent session" to re- 
move the' president, he said. 

The demand came during a 
weekend conference where a di- 
verse group of Communist Party 
members, hardline lawmakers 
'and other right-wing activists 
were discussing strategy in die 
midst of the political paralysis 
gripping the country. 

The meeting came five days 
before a plenum of the Commun- 
ist Party Central Committee was 
expected to discuss Gorbachev’s 
position as chief of the 18-mOlion 
member organisation. 

“The country is in a state of 
crisis and is approaching catas- 
trophe,” Yuri Blokhin, leader of 
the Soyuz Group, told the 700 . 
delegates to the conference. 
Blokhin urged the delegates to 
approve a resolution calling for a 
six-month state of emergency 
across the Soviet Union. 

He said the state of emergency 
would suspend republican parlia- 
ments and create a direct line of 
authority from the Kremlin to. 
local officials; re-establish strong 
central control over all factories 
and halt private enterprise by 
small businesses; repeal the un- 
popular 3-month-old sales tax; 
reverse recent price increases on 
basic consumer goods; and ban 
all rallies and opposition political 
groups. 

“If the government doesn't 
take these steps, Soyuz is ready to 
■ take all responsibility,” for put- 
ting these measures into effect, 
he said. 

The Soyuz Group claims more 
than 700 members in branches in 
across the country. It was found- 
ed last fall as an umbrella orga- 
nisation for disgruntled hardlin- 
ers who thought Gorbachev was 
allowing fragmentation of the 
country by secessionist republics. 
It bas evolved into the largest 
organised conservative force de- 
manding Gorbachev’s resigna- 
tion. 


Kremlin underestimated Chernobyl 
disaster, Soviet marshal says 


MOSCOW (R) — A senior 
Soviet army officer bas said the 
Kremlin had underestimated the 
scale of the 1986 Chernobyl nuc- 
lear disaster, which soldiers 
fought to control as the world was 
kept in the dark. 

Marshal Sergei Akhromeyev, 
who coordinated forces involved 
in the dean-up operation, said 
President Mikhail Gorbachev was 
told of the accident the day it 
happened — April 26. 

At a meeting held to mark the 
fifth anni versary of the world’s 
worst nudear disaster, be said he 
believed Gorbachev and others 
did not realise at the time how 
serious the consequences were. 

“I got the impression that they 
underestimated the real scale of 
the accident... as far as the con- 
sequences were concerned, peo- 
ple did not have a full picture of 
it,” he said. 

Soviet authorities maintained a 
virtual blackout on information 
for almost three days after the 
fourth reactor at Chernobyl ex- 
ploded, killing 31 people in the 
immediate aftermath. 

Thousands more may have 
died from the radiation which 
spilled across western areas of the 
Soviet Union. 

While the disaster alarmed mil- 
lions throughout the world, Gor- 
bachev kept silent until making a 
’televised speech 18 days after the 
accident. 

Akhromeyev, an adviser to 
Gorbachev, said 180,000 people 



Marshal Sergei Akhromeyev 


had been evacuated from the 
region and the disaster had cost 
the country 20 billion roubles ($35 
billion at the official exchange 
rate). 

“The scale of the accident was 
enormous and of course the scale 
of the losses to our country was 
enormous,’’ be said. 

“Without exaggerating, I can 
say that foe work done during the 
finrt: month and a half was like 
during the war.” 

Running (town the dramatic 
hours after tbe explosion, 
Akhromeyev, then army chief of 
general staff, told veterans of tbe 
clean-up campaign he remem- 
bered that day as dearly as June 
22, 1941 — the day Nazi Ger- 
many invaded the Soviet Union. 


‘These were the two most fate- 
ful tragedies in my life in which I 
took an active part,” he said. 
“The Chernobyl disaster is still a 
tangible threat to this country.” 

He said he learned of the ex- 
plosion at 2:20 a.m. — about an 
hour after the accident occurred 
— and summoned other military 
commanders. 

— At 3:30, Akhromeyev and 
his aides checked wbat troops and 
civil defence units were deployed 
around Chernobyl and sent milit- 
ary transport planes to pick up a 
special regiment. 

— At 6, he was told the fire 
had been extinguished but there 
had been an explosion at the 
fpurth reactor which released 
more radiation. “By this time, it 
was already clear to me how 
dreadful tbe consequences were. 
I am not a chemical specialist but, 
as a general, I was well aware of 
the consequences." 

— At 7:30, Akhromeyev re- 
ported to the defence minister on 
what had happened and he 
approved tbe measures taken. 
Akhromeyev also contacted the 
* government and KGB security 
police. 

— At 9:30, be called Gorbachev 
and reported to him. Gorbachev 
said he had already knew about tbe 

disaster and also approved the 
military deployments. 

— At mid-day, it was dear the 
wind was blowing west and there 
were enormous areas of con- 
tamination. 


Curfew lifted in capital of Azerbaijan 


MOSCOW (AP) — An overnight 
curfew in the capita] of Azerbai- 
jan was lifted, 15 mouths after it 
was imposed in the wake of fatal 
unrest. 

1 The curfew was imposed in 
Baku by the Soviet parliament on 
Jan. 20, 1990, a week after Azer- 
baijanis attacked ethnic Arme- 
nian residents of the capital. 
More than 170 people, induding 
Soviet troops, were killed in the 
unrest 

Azerbaijan President Ayaz 
Mutafibov issued a decree lifting 
the overnight curfew, according 
to .the Soviet News Agency 
(TASS) and the Azerbaijani 
News Sendee (ASSA). 

A state of emergency that was 
imposed at the same time remains 
in effect, however, according to 


ASSA. 

Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev sent about 17,000 troops 
to Baku to put down a nationalist 
uprising and anti-Armenian riots 
that began in the republic on Jan. 
13, 1990. The unrest had its roots 
in centuries of hostility between 
Azerbaijanis, who are mostly 
ShTite Muslims, and Armenians, 
who are Christian. 

At the heart of the dispute 
between the neighbouring repub- 
lics is the territory of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, a mainly Armenian 
endave that has been controlled 
by .Azerbaijan since 1923. 

In the latest violence in 
Nagorno-Karabakh, an abortive 
attempt was made Friday to blow 
up a convoy, of trucks near 


Stepanakert, the enclave's admi- 
nistrative centre TASS reported. 
There: were no injuries. 

Also Friday, an aide to Arme- 
nian President Levon Ter- 
Petrosyan siad Soviet Interior 
Ministry troops were being sent 
to tbe Sbamnyan district in Azer- 
baijan, north of Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 

Mostly Armenians live in the 
district, and many are being de- 
ported from their homes, said the 
aide, Alexander Ambartsumyan. 

Armenians have been daiming 
that the government of Azerbai- 
jan has been systematically de- 
porting Armenians from areas of 
Azerbaijan, induding Nagorno- 
Karabakh, as part of an effort to 
keep control of the regions. 


Soviet problems hit supplies to Cuba 


HAVANA (R) — President 
Fidel Castro says arms and fuel 
supplies to Cuba are being hit by 
economic and political turmoil in 
the Soviet Union at a time when 
the island is most threatened by 
tbe United States. 

He told a political meeting in 
Havana Friday that Cuban troops 
were experimenting with coal and 
sugar cane leaves as emergency 
alternatives to fuel for .armoured 
cars and tanks in case Soviet 
supplies dried up completely. 

He said the collapse of com- 
munism in -Eastern Europe and 
the rapid allied victory in the Gulf 
war had increased U.S. hostility 
towards Communist-ruled Cuba. 

“We’re threatened by the U.S. 
and all the more so at this time 


when it is acting like the owner of 
the world,” the 65-year-old lead- 
er said in a three-hour speech 
marking the anniversary of the 
failed U.S.-backed Bay of Pigs 
invasion against Cuba in 1961. 

Castro said the problems cur- 
rently affecting the Soviet Union. 
Cuba’s main ally and economic 
supplier, were creating “colossal 
difficulties'' for the island and 
were disrupting supplies of arms. 

“We will need more arms than 
ever before and we will not be 
able to have more arms than ever 
before," he said, without giving 
details of the arms shipments 
affected. 

It was the first rime the Cuban 
leader had spoken of the effect on 


Cuba's defence capability of the 
disruptions to supplies from the 
Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe. 

Castro praised bis country’s 
armed forces for the way in which 
they were maintaining a high 
state of combat readiness while 
reducing consumption of fuel and 
other scarce materials. 

The Soviet Union has said it 
will continue to maintain a milit- 
ary presence in Cuba for as long 
as the island is threatened by its 
powerful neighbour. 

Castro said Soviet supplies of 
key raw materials such as wood 
and metals had fallen off almost 

to nothing, although shipments of 
oil and food were still arriving. 


U.S. refuses to return Soviet space reactor 


ALBUQUERQUE, New Mexico 
(AP) — When Soviet .officials 
brought a mode of one of their 
spacecraft reaexots to a scientific 
convention here in January, it 
was considered nnnani sign of 
international nuclear cooperation. 

When the Soviets agreed to sell 
a working model of the Topaz 2 
reactor to a U.S. research group, 
that was considered even more 
extraordinary. 

Bnt when the Soviets tried to 
take their model back home, that 
was another story. The U.S. Nuc- 
lear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC) said the Soviets couldn’t - 
have their model back. 

The commission says the 
Soviets had unwittingly exported 
the model to the United States. 
To take it back home would be to 


export it a second time — this 
time out of the United States, 
regulators say. Exports of nuclear 
technology are strictly limited 
under U.S. law and international 
treaty. 

It doesn’t matter that the dis- 
play model of the space power 
plant is designed, built and owned 
by the Soviets, NRC spokes- 
woman Sue Gagner told the 
Albuquerque Journal in a -story 
published Friday. 

“There are no provisions in the 
Atomic Energy Acf Tor exhibits 
or t h i ng s coming in for display. 
According to our reading of the 
Atomic Energy Act, this is an 
export,” Gagner said. 

At the symposium on space 
nudear power systems in Janu- 
ary, a U.S. research consortium 


announced that it would fouy a 
working Topaz £ to help develop 
a similar system in the United 
States. 

Tbe deal was made in conjunc- 
tion with the Federal Strategic 
Defence Initiative Organisation. 

Richard Verga, director of key 
technologies for the so-called 
“Star Wars” programme, said the 
new NRC stand has caused 
“some embarrassment and const- 
ernation.” His office as well as 
the State Department and Com- 
merce Department are trying to 
w<prk out a solution with the NRC 
to JetTopax go home, he said. 

'‘It's totally ridiculous. It’s 
their own equipment," said Joe 
Welch, president of International 
Scientific Products. 


Mitterrand brings Romania in from the cold 


BUCHAREST (R) — French 
President Francois Mitterrand' 
has brought Romania in from tbe 
cold, breaking its isolation with a 
state visit during which he threw 
his full support behind the post- 
Co mmunist government 

Ten thousand supporters of 
President Ion niescu’s National 
Salvation Front (NSF) gave Mit- 
terrand a rousing welcome Friday 
when he visited Iasi, an Diescu 
stronghold near the Soviet bor- 
der, at the end of the tour. 

“Long live France, long live 
Mitterrand and Diescu,” shouted 
the crowd. 

In Bucharest anti-government 
protesters, including 2,000 
polytechnic students, bad booed 
and jeered Mitterrand for back- -* 
mg die ex-CommunisL Some de- 


monstrators threw eggs at tire 
French entourage. 

Romania has been shunned by 
other Western countries snee 
pro-government violence last 
June for which opposition groups 
blamed Diescu. 

“I fee] there is a definite return 
to democracy In Romania and 
nothing I have seen or heard here 
can contradict this feeling,” Mit- 
terrand told reporters. 

It was the first visit by a foreign 
leader since Romania’s Decem- 
ber 1989 revolution, which ended 
four decades of one-party Com- 
munist rule and toppled Stalinist 
1 dictator Nicolae Ceauscscu. 

During the visit, the two coun- 
tries agreed to draw up a treaty of 
friendship and cooperation within 
the new European security 


framework which has been 
emerging since the collapse of 
communism and the end of the 
cold war. 

Agreements were signed to set 
up a Romanian-French manage- 
ment institute to help Romania’s * 
transition to a market economy 
and to create a youth exchange 
programme. 

The French company 
Bouygues said it was finking up 
with Romanian enterprises to 
bufid a $li0-milli G n trade centre 
m Bucharest, the first of its kind 
m central Europe and the biggest 
joint venture reported so far with 
a foreign firm. 

, jr ^ escu told a news conference 
Mitterrand had invited Romania, 
the only East European nation 


with a Latin tongue and a strong 
affinity to French culture, to join 
a November conference of Fran- 
cophone countries in Paris. 

In a speech to the Romanian 
parliament, the French president 
dwelled on his own scheme for a 
European confederation in which 
be sard Romania should be in- 
cluded. 

Mtterrancrs trip was maned 
protests by RomSan 
opposition groups which said the 
visit was- ill-timed. 

Hedismitsed critical questions 
by local journalist, saying: “T ara 

2? l rt thC i° e Wfa0 elects to* People 
and I 

, tbe one who chooses the people 
nal affairs are not my concern.” 


ornooi 


Hecklers fail 
to disrupt Pope’s 
speech 

ROME (AP) — A small group of 

protesters shouted and whistled at 

Pope John Paul II as he addres- 
sed students outside Rome’s La 
Sapienza University. State televi- 
sion said the hecklers were not 
university students but were 
apparently led by a group of 
feminists. Some of the 2.000 to 
3,000 students in the crowd inter- 
vened and convinced the hecklers 
to stop, the broadcast said. It was 
not dear what the hecklers were 
shouting, but a few of the protes- 
ters held a banner which read: 
“Love one another but with con- 
traception.” The Pope continued 
his speech without pause. 

Flight attendants 
fake hijacking 

DETROIT (AP) — A newlywed 
Lebanese-American couple com- 
plained that two Usair flight atten- 
dants dressed like Arabs and 
faked an in-flight hijacking, 
frightening them so much they 
cut short their honeymoon. The 
Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) and Usair said they were 
investigating, and the airline said 
it will crack down hard if it 
confirms the inddent on the Jan. 
26 flight from Pittsburgh to West 
P alm Beach, Florida. Joe and 
Saran Fawaz fold tbe FAA in a 
complaint that two male atten- 
dants wore fake Arab headdres- 
ses and glasses with attached rub- 
ber noses and herded two female 
attendants down the aisle with a 
doth covered stick that looked 
like a gun, said FAA operations 
manager Joseph Stevens. “This is 
a hijack. Take this plane to Bagh- 
dad,” Fawaz, a 26-year-old gas 
station manager, quoted the men 
as saying. “My wife was petrified 
when it happened,” he told the 
Detroit News. Fawaz said his wife 
arrived in the United States just 
eight months ago and speaks 
little English. “I told her to calm' 
down,” he said. “I tried to ex- 
plain to her, ‘this is a joke.’ She 
looks around, and it’s like every- 
body’s laughing at us. We were 
tbe only Lebanese couple on the 
plane. It wasn’t a joke.” 

Man jailed for 
marital rape 

LONDON (R) — A court sent- 
enced a man to five years in 
prison for raping his wife in Bri- 
tain's first such conviction where 
a husband lived with his wife at 
the time of the assault. The court 
in Winchester, southern England, 
threw out a defence argument 
that it was not a crime for a man 
to force his wife to have sex if he 
lived with her. The ruling rein- 
forced a legal principle estab- 
lished in Britain last month that 
men do not have an automatic 
right to sex wi thin marriage. 
“Although at tbe end of the 19th 
century a man bad a right to have 
sex with his wife, over the last 30 
or 40 years that has been whittled 
away by judicial decisions," 
Judge Christopher Rose 'said. 
“Now, a month after an appeal 
court ruling, it no longer exists," 
he added. In the earlier case a 
court convicted a man of raping 
his estranged wife, overturning 
the principle laid down in 1736 
that married women are obliged 
to have sex with their husbands. 
The latest decision removes a 
man’s impunity from prosecution 
for rape in cases where the couple 
live together. The 27-year-old 
man, who was jailed, raped his 
wife at knifepoint am threatened 
to loll her if she did not submit. The 
victim told the court she was 
raped after they had a, row about 
money and she threatened to 
walk out. 

California lotto 
jackpot produces 
10 winning tickets 

SAN FRANCISCO (R) — The 
nchest lottery jackpot in U.S. 
history — $U7 million — will be 
split among 10 winning tickets, 
California lottery officials said, 
nurty-one members of a north- 
ern California bowling league 
who pooled their resources and 

the U f£L 31 ° t dcket5 were anwn 8 
the nm to claim a share of the 

grant prize, said lottery spokes- 
woman Joanne McNabb. Each 
would fake home about 512,000 
a year for the next two decades. 
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